
• DAESH calls on extremistgle tak•achrantage of afilIp Efjo conduct new attacks 
"like Paris, London, Brutsels and elsewhere" ernments and security 
forces are distracted 1101e CiiVIDIB crisis. 

• Ideologically-motivatvi (R*9 extra n or 'accelerationism goals' 
including the defib t on of 1 ity groups. 

,..117 CO 6' -,..- ro 
k.) 

CO 

TA 20/27-A 2020 03 31 

• 
iTAC CIET 

COVID 114 IMP AT E 
EXTREMISM FULITICAl IfIOLENCE 

J 177
/77 

-b 
GLOBAL 0 *-71 41 

0 
18 433 

• 
' 6t; 834 ✓-

et3iacommentaryese in discrimination 
\ 

52122 , UNITED STATES IMV extreest killed while planning 
attack on Missoun hospital. 

is 

ERtm 
Ate 

C:4•ADA•7' 
to

... 

4 154 IMV extremists call on Indymedia forum for 
looting and violent attacks amid restrictive COVID19 
measures. 

AFRICA 
I66'4 

1 057. Flights into Benghazi bring in mercenaries from 
COVID19 infected areas. 

WESTERN PACIFIC 
97 766 •1

6 795 New People's Army insurgents declare 
they will observe a ceasefire and shift to a defensive 
posture during the pandemic. 

12 946 Radical anti-China elements within protest 
movement deterred by prohibitions on large gatherings 
during pandemic. 

Given the 
rapidly choogioglquO(iOk aiR§§ffloptpeokioa awfraps4otoydew&l pfnents and considers 
the short-term implicati00:torpeplipitettOsrpiteg:1 

ma CgdactiNi• tirii*r* Att4tatttiirceounpyptititisathreatlevek 
to provide iodicattoti.vrPtPryPW Pen 3t.s to Cando and , 
#' 11 I 

•••' 
MIDDLE EAST 

29 631

1 149. Potential spread of virus 
in refugee camps, potentially in 
extremist operating areas. 

it#4**,•* • 

4 

• 
a• 

:V 

785 
••7‘ . GnmplOitAlBIED attack 

(;)1"/77 occur.couts:dte pandemic response 
plaluihg\mee.7 

9 394 Hizballah medical 

C)facility and quarantine capacity co
increased by mobilizing medical d i
personnel to fight COVID19.

Houthi militias exploit 
pandemic to boost recruitment. 

729', Man arrested near Halfs.
for ramming a car into a COVIII)8 0 .41,1/ -1 . 177 DAESH supporters call 
testing site. 'online for attacks amid the COVID19 

CD' . 's.
2 246 100,000 vultieriiir 

refugees fleeing Syria-Iraq codlijct -0 
are amassed at Greek border. 

LEGEND 

THREAT LEVEL COLOURS 
CRITICAL NIGH Low 

é THREAT LEVEL is Canadian interests 

Confirmed cases Deaths related Registered Canadians 
of COVID19 to COVIDI9 in the country (ROCA) 

SECRET 

GLOBAL THREAT ASSESSMENT 
ASSESSMENT 

""71

Oy 

Canada 



TA 20/27-A 2020 03 31 

95,4 

85 

60.% 

40 

ALMOST 
CERTAIN 

HIGHLY 
LIKELY 

... 
........ 

y ......... 

I . 01.3ICELY 

1 14t 
EIV:tlin 

5% ............4... 
4, REMOTE 

0% ...— CHANCE ..... 

0 

/77 /77, 0 &O 
0 0 

47.7 

,T(4*EAT-LEVEL 

Mem & Political Violence 

DEFINITIONS 
,1::117r111::777.7.1-.7411711r1=1171.T.:11 

LANGUAGE 

ITAC assesses that - 
a violent act of ternatiiii 
is HIGHLY LIKELY anti;;: 
COULD OCCUR
IMMINENTLY. 

ITAC assesses that " ' 4
a violent act of tenorisriVI:: 
is LIKELY, 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terionsm 
COULD OCCUR. 

LOW 

VERY LOW 

ITAC assesses that i 
a violent act of terroiism,, c, 
is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY. 

/7) 

.7.1.11111, W11111111 

Mal 
IYlddi .

ITAC assesses th 
C as itCs) 

IGHLY IftY 
a violent act of t ri‘tO ocient"10 otterrdr 

at 

is HIGHLY LINI.Litele • will occur: ? 

ITAC uses both quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terronsmihrerillevels. The setting ehreat levels is 
determined by several factors including current intelligence, recent events PaS welt as the intent›pabilities; and 
attack frequency of terrorist groups. ITAC cautions that the information may complete and, regardless of the threat 
level applied. a violent act of terrorism may occur with little or no warning. 

HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS This document is the property of the Integrated Terrorism Assessment 
Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with in formation effective as of the date of 
publication. It is provided to your agency/department in confidence and may be further disseminated by your 
agency/department to those with appropriate security clearances and appropriate security systems to retain the 
information. It must not be reclassified or reused in any way, in whole or in part, without the consent of the originator. 

I 

00 

TERRORt§I,9gPUP CAPABILITIES 
ADVANCED 

MODERATE 

GENERAL 

Capable of sophisticated attacks, in 

Capable of high profile attacks ar s 
Capable of simple attacks 0 < v.) 

/77co 177 177  b PI> 
4, C' 

Any feedback should be directed via ?mail to: 
This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory e 
the Privacy Act. The information or intelligence may also be protected b,, 
information or intelligence must not be disclosed or used as evidence w u 

aintYhard tatebts 

ts **.y 
0 

.-1
CY 

070 r the Atatliss )kin ll'ation Act or ,,, s of thgan 'Ext.fnce Act. The 
sultati i AG",... 

c`i 



TA 20/27-E 2020 03 27 

ITAC W CIET 

COV . 
EXTREMISM 8. PeLITICM, '1fIOLENCE 

• 
—7:7 /77

Given the 
raf7Idly changing situation, fins assessment prc-vicles a r pshcfofdevelopmentsandconsiders 

the short-term implications for the global tee tonst threat. 
the Canadian presence abreact and ITAC country terriM5in threat Ievels 

to provide an inthcatiorm atilt:W-11143 perspecactiniiithilzfYlotent.d;reats to Canada and 
CMI4diillettefeStsbroot — — 

GLOBAL 4413 ro
n

c.$) 18 433  0-• - 

• DAESH calls on extremists tea vOfge of th  onduct new attacks 
"like Paris, London, Brus eyWre' wh rnments and security 
forces are distracted by 1 si 

• Ideologically-motiv vIntA4MV) extreiiit s at To for 'accelerationism goals' 
including the deli tettr,a se 

• 
sion of 0., I1  „it ., rity groups. 

s-J --,. 
° b 0) : c- -Z.

• 

0I ), 

• 813 :07., 

Ci.",eADA Media commentai ci: rise in discrimination 
sian communities.0 

52122'` UNITED STATES IMV extremist killed while planning 
attack on Missouri hospital. 

4654 

41, ii 9 b 6 ;a 

IMV extremists call on Indymedia forum for 
looting and violent attacks amid restrictive COVID19 
measures. 

I664 ✓ 

1057, Flights into Benghazi bring in mercenaries from 
COVID19 infected areas. 

WESTERN PACIFIC 
97 766 ,7

12 940 Radical anti-China elements within protest 
movement deterred by prohibitions on large gatherings 
during pandemic. 

1,4 

TOP SECRET// 

GLOBAL THREAT ASSESSMENT 
ITAC ASSESSMENT 

/77 

• . . 

,77 
ZZ0) 

0 17 /77 

: . 

t's 

Potential spread of virus in refugee 
camps, potentially in extremist operating 
areas. 0 G) Z 

177 

rt7 

0 o 

394 

(3 7 Ic ck,?95

Hizballah medical faci 
quarantine capacity increased by 
medical personnel to fight COVIks.

al 
Jew People's Army insurgents 

II observe a ceasefire and shift 
posture during the pandemic. 

co 

177

00 ,co.

1129. Man arrested ne aiO.for 
ramming a car into a COVID15-tesArsite. 

1: 77"
co 

 /

4, 
o 

2 24E 100,000 vulnerable fugees 
fleeing Syria-Iraq conflict are amassed at 
Greek border. 

LEGEND 

TliREAT IEVELicowots 
CRITICAL HIGH 

THREAT LEVEL to Canadian interests 

LON ram 

Confirmed cases Deaths related Registered Canadians 
of COVID19 to COVID19 in the country (ROCA) 

r .,77 

. 
o 

-71 0 r7
• 



CA) 

CO 

 TA 20/27-E 2020 03.27 pao 2 01..?; 
0 15.y 

TOP SECRET!, 
i

95/ 

85, 

60s 

40 

ALMOST 
CERTAIN 

HlG 
LIKELY 

4...... ....... VERY LOW a violent act of ADVANCED 
15;:naigaili rig°9 P•rr-a violennt9tpherrdr 
I 7 1.4, 

! HIGIIII 

Is HIGHLY UNLZOLLO s. 

>9 
Jo. will OCCu6 . . 

MODERATE Capable of high profile attacks against tiSlOts • . . ,  ( k.„. I tj 

'..7) '  it ' Ci.) , . . , , .... 

! UNLIKELY !JAC uses both quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorisnaTir4evels Toe setting eat levels is )v 01 "Of 0  )7 2 
5%.......i...:,;'......... determined by several factors including current intelligence, recent evAtstd3 well as the intent, pabilities. and GENERAL IllEll] Capable of simple attacks 0 .0 Qvi 'sr. si 

''Z'  C/) 
---• ---/ 'I/ 

i ; 4, REMOTE , attar:A frequency of terrorist groups ITAC cautions that the information may ,7ompfete and, regar ess of tee threat 
-.17 4 7- 'C 0% .,.  CHANCE level applied. a violent act of terrorism may occur with little or no warning. 1.77,75' p 

, - -,... , ...„.;...).....2,.., .'''/,:i3z,,t',z.:,,,,,, i i .1::1 —. -n,..:k•Np,s.?S" 

This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory exa.;; tyto(Cer. the Artloss'-: . o(ln3frivrivL'a‘7tion Act or 

HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS This document is the property of the integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). Any feedback should be directed via email to. 
Prepared by I TIC, it is derived from various sources with information effective asof the date of publication. This report may only 

,,.„7 C/) -..,) 0 -.1.- tg 

identified as having already received this record. No action can be taken on this report, including its further dissemination to other informatum or intelligence must not be disclosed or used as evidence without prior ‘krsultati it AG.,./ 
the Privacy Act. the  or intelligence may also be protected bys ttle,pjOrvi?Fles of t Cv.a. n Eiaence Act. The be shared with appropriately indoctrinated recipients in your agency/department or within those Canadian agencies/departments 

Government of Canada organizations, reclassification or saninzation, either in whole or in part, without the prior consent of ITAC. 
. . S ; --1 ' 

`

I ij 4., 

•-...- , .,

r77 

Q 

C.---)‘
p ... .,7

CO 

r 

LANG1JAZG`':i.

ITAC assaava, t rat
a violent act of terrOrittil 
is HIGHLY LIKELY anS111. 
COULD OCCUR 
IMMINENTLY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrortsrfart 
is LIKELY. 

ITAC assesses that • 
a violent ad of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR. 

LOW 

DEFINITIONS 
s.. 

V 
Viii 

Una 

0 
0 o 

1 •1 .,_, co .zu, 
o 0 0--/ 77 /77/ 
/77 c Pi, 

C> 0  ; 

:> 
177 ,..,Y.Z, b 

C's V i>7 -b.
0 

TERROR ST GROUP CAPABILITIES 

ITAC assesses that — „ .: 
:* a violent act of termnsm„...,-.4 ,,viii ttr o.vml oact

is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY. n..„:.. Q :E. 

".* 
.)1. 2 ,..,,s*L-l) 

. ..,.., t,..1AC asse itQ ..--TAC assesses thtet -- 1' "-QIGHLY lap , Z it Capable of sophisticated attacks, indzoling against hard t 



WEEKLY TRHEVRIEEAWT ITAC 
integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre 

WTR 20/17-A // 2020-04-30 

IET 
Centre- Ore d'evaivation du terrorisme 

SECRET// 

4 0/ 
SCR Week: 2020 04 23 to 2020 04 29 A,sP.6;44 

'vPo,ci,4,4800/4, 4

CANADA-RELATED AMERICAS - EUROPE 

NTR 1. FRANCE: Car ramming of police by DAESH-inspired extremist 

MIDDLE EAST 
NTR 

AFRICA j EURASIA - PACIFIC 

2. 
3. MOZAMBIQUE: Security forces kill 129 extremists: 

4 

liokisioA:g% 0.; cc% 

&-7-/ou 
t)- -44"

C 

All information and intelligence contained in the WTR is presented in the language in which 
it was originally transmitted to ITAC. All ITAC comments and analyses contained herein 
are available in both official languages. 

6. 

7. INDIA: DAESH-linked periodical calls again 
for attacks in India 

Veuillez voter que les informations et les renseignements figurant dans le present Examen hebdomadaire de la menace ne sont presentes que dans la 
langue dans laquelle ils ont ete transmis au CIET. Par contre, les remarques et les analyses du CIET sont presentees dans les deux langues officielles. 

3103(18/09) 

Cana& 



WTR 20/17-A SECRET/// 

Canada-related 

NTR 

Americas - Europe 

1. FRANCE: Car ramming of police by DAESH-inspired extremist
Source: Media 

Summary: According to media reporting, on 27 April 2020, 29-year-old French national Youssef Tihlah deliberately 
rammed his car into police while they were verifying the identity of another driver in Colombes, France. Three 
police officers were injured, one critically. Authorities found a knife and a letter pledging allegiance to DAESH in 
Tihlah's car. During his arrest, Tihlah indicated that he had watched videos online and conducted the attack in 
retaliation for the situation in Palestine, and allegedly hoped to die during the attack. Tihlah was known to 
authorities for previous offences but was not considered a security risk. It was later reported that a 20-year-old 
male who lived in the same apartment building as Tihlah was arrested during the search of Tihlah's premises for 
refusing to relinquish his mobile device under suspicion that it contains evidentiary images. 
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3. Mozambique: Security forces kill 129 extremists; 

Source: Media; 

Summary: According to media reporting from late April 2020, Mozambican authorities claimed that a total of 

129 extremists were killed during three security operations in the month of April in Cabo Delgado Province (CDP), 

northern Mozambique. Separately, 

Eurasia - Pacific 

5. INDONESIA: Arrests disrupt activities of DAESH-aligned groups 
Source: media 

Summary: In April 2020. media reported that Indonesian security forces had arrested several Jamaah Ansharut 
Daulah (JAD) and Mujahidin Indonesia Timur (MIT) extremists who were reportedly planning attacks. In addition to 
the arrests, a few extremists were killed, including a senior MIT militant believed to be responsible for the recent 

beheading of an Indonesian citizen. Indonesian authorities claimed in the media that the extremists sought to 
A'9( conduct an attack while the government was directing its resources to handling the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
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7. INDIA: DAESH-linked periodical calls again for attacks in India 
Source: Media 

Summary: Media reporting indicates that the third iteration of the DAESH-linked Voice of Hind/Sawt al-Hind 
magazine was published on 22 April 2020 and includes call for attacks against India. This Ramadan-timed issue 
encouraged lone actors in India to make use of kitchen knives, axes, hammers, ropes and belts, vehicular attacks, 
petrol bombs and even bare hands to carry out attacks. It calls on Indian Muslims and other existing extremist 
groups in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Maldives and Sri Lanka to pledge allegiance to DAESH and undertake violence. 
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Canada-related 
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Americas - Europe 

1. FRANCE: Car ramming of police by DAESH-inspired extremist 
Source: Media 

Summary: According to media reporting, on 27 April 2020, 29-year-old French national Youssef Tihlah deliberately 
rammed his car into police while they were verifying the identity of another driver in Colombes, France. Three 
police officers were injured, one critically. Authorities found a knife and a letter pledging allegiance to DAESH in 
Tihlah's car. During his arrest, Tihlah indicated that he had watched videos online and conducted the attack in 
retaliation for the situation in Palestine, and allegedly hoped to die during the attack. Tihlah was known to 
authorities for previous offences but was not considered a security risk. It was later reported that a 20-year-old 
male who lived in the same apartment building as Tihlah was arrested during the search of Tihlah's premises for 
refusing to relinquish his mobile device under suspicion that it contains evidentiary images. 
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3. Mozambique: Security forces kill 129 extremists; 

Source: Media; 

Summary: According to media reporting from late April 2020, Mozambican authorities claimed that a total of 
129 extremists were killed during three security operations in the month of April in Cabo Delgado Province (CDP), 
northern Mozambique. Separately, 

5. MALI: 
Source: media 

SewatelYPaccOrding to media of laleYAOril 2020, JNIM had sent materiel reinforcements for its counter DAESH-
GS efforts, which included/40 vehicles and nearly 300 motorbikes. JNIM had also initiated a clash with DAESH-GS' 
fighters in northern Burkina o following a DAESH-GS attack in the same area on 16 April that reportedly killed 
dozens of JNIM fighters. 
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Eurasia - Pacific 

6. INDONESIA: Arrests disrupt activities of DAESH-aligned groups 
Source: media 

Summary: In April 2020, media reported that Indonesian security forces had arrested several Jamaah Ansharut 
Daulah (JAD) and Mujahidin Indonesia Timur (MIT) extremists who were reportedly planning attacks. In addition to 
the arrests, a few extremists were killed, including a senior MIT militant believed to be responsible for the recent 
beheading of an Indonesian citizen. Indonesian authorities claimed in the media that the extremists sought to 
conduct an attack while the government was directing its resources to handling the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
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8. INDIA: DAESH-linked periodical calls again for attacks in India 
Source: Media 

Summary: Media reporting indicates that the third iteration of the DAESH-linked Voice of Hind/Sawt al-Hind 

magazine was published on 22 April 2020 and includes call for attacks against India. This Ramadan-timed issue 
encouraged lone actors in India to make use of kitchen knives, axes, hammers, ropes and belts, vehicular attacks, 
petrol bombs and even bare hands to carry out attacks. It calls on Indian Muslims and other existing extremist 
groups in Pakistan, Bangladesh, Maldives and Sri Lanka to pledge allegiance to DAESH and undertake violence. 
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attack frequency of terrorist groups. ITAC cautions that the information may berycomplete and, reg ss of the threat 
level applied, a violent act of terrorism may occur with little or no warning. 
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ITAC uses both quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism threat levels. 
The setting of threat levels is determined by several factors including current intelligence, 
recent events, as well as the intent, capabilities, and attack frequency of terrorist groups. 
ITAC cautions that the information may be incomplete and, regardless of the threat level 
applied, a violent act of terrorism may occur with little or no warning. 
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effective as of the date of publication. It is provided to your agency/department in confidence 
and may be further disseminated by your agency/department to those with appropriate 
security clearances and appropriate security systems to retain the information.lt must not 
be reclassified or reused in any way, in whole or in part, without the consent of the originator. 

TOP SECRET, 

07 
\ s/ 10 y 

/77 

t 7C/)7 
0  0 CO R  /77 /77 

sb 177 
7 PT7- ./ 0 0 

/7

(7-7 -2 1 077

TERRORIST GROUP CAPKBILITIES " 
ADVANCED 

Capable of sophisticated attacks, including 
against hard targets 

MODERATE j Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets 

GENERAL 

Any feedback should be directed via email to: COMS-ITACREPORTS 
This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory exemption under the Access 
to Information Act or the Privacy Act. The information or intelligence may also be protected by the 
provisions of the Canada Evidence Act. The information or intelligence must not be disclosed or used 
as evidence without prior consultation with ITAC. 



O 

co 
O r77 2

y0 

TA 20/32-E 2020 04 28 

COV I UPdAT E (2,:z 

ITAC 1CIET 

GLOBAL 
• Islamist extremist narrative ,tarbegfandOic as pu2 . n 

• Ideologically-motivated COO (IMOxtremi 
conspiracy theories and encouraged arson 
infrastructure. 

EXTREMISM FULITICAL `11i0LENCE 
c• /77 • 2 

cot-7/96 0 

P)1 
EUROPE 

• 

- 1 34.1friSr:.1 

11 355 i
nC .-France eat/ emist 

calls figadttil nsing' 9_,9ti iss service 
broakattiera during page I remists 
lauGrieW a attacks on 5 ecommunication 
inkgstrueltre.

2 517,  r,,P"- IMV extrennts laud additional arson 
attaKs`on 50 telecommunication infrastructure. 

24 675 

CANADA Mass shooting in Nova Scotia by individual 
whose businesses had been closed due to pandemic 
kills at least 22 people while impersonating a police 
officer. 

UNITED STATES IMV telegram channel targets 
medical personnel in campaign to sabotage their 
vehicles; individual arrested in attempted arson 
attack targeting Jewish assisted living facility in 
Massachusetts. 

710 tro— 
ng non-believers. 

spread COVID-19 
elecommunications 

This assessment continues ITAC's 
snapshot review of recent developments and considers the short-term implications for the 
global terrorist threat (see TA20/27, TA20,130). 

MIDDLE EAST 
160'586 .•/ 

WESTERN PACIFIC 
142 639 ✓ 

12 862 Improvised explosive device mailed to Hong 
Kong police headquarters amid pandemic security 
restrictions. 

QM 

. • %.0 316 

"77 0' 
0 

0 
'77 

f r7 P17 
t /77 .21 1 11,5:5-7 Two doctors, a nurse and 

r., a hospital administrative assistant 
a-1 0 kidnapped by an armed group in 

0 Sirte. 
b 

-11, yzy
1/7

1 906 DAESH supporte l COVID-19 
punishment for death of DAESH, ieatlet,Abu Bakr al- 0143y Two individuals arrested Baghdad' and calls on extremists to target United Nations. *-41 in Kebili in a disrupted plot to infect 

169 World Health Organization employee carrying 
COVID-19 test results killed in an attack in Rakhine 
province while driving UN-marked vehicle. 

C:2 TREAT LEVEL COLOURS 
EaTi amiummutzz-3 

security forces with COVID-19 

145 Security forces 
clash with protesters in Nacala over 
COVID-19 restrictive measures. 

Confirmed cases Deaths related Registered Canadians 
gig THREAT LEVEL to Canadian interests of COVID-19 to COVID-19 in the country (ROCA) 

SECRET// 

GLOBAL THREAT ASSESSMENT 
WHAT'S NEW? 

ENDURING GLOBAL THREAT ASSESSMENTS 

.1, 
0 

20 

0 

Canada 



TA 20/32-E 2020 04 28 Fap251 
75.1' 

0 
- 65

95% 

85% 

60.% 

40% 
39, 

ALMOST 
CERTAIN 

HIGHLY 
LIKELY 

1 -14, 
HIGHLY 

UNLIKELY 

4 % REMOTE 
0% CHANCE 

177 f>7. 
-b 

177 R_P 
co 

EAT4_ 
C.) 
be,,,;# 111.0 1

• 

91' 
#EDIUM 

DESCRIPTIONS 

DEFINITIONS 
04, est bristled * raised lowered 414 remains 

LANGUAGE 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terroris 
is HIGHLY LIKELY and 
COULD OCCUR 
IMMINENTLY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is LIKELY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR. 

LOW 

VERY LOW 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism„,.
is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY. 

Cr •i

ITAC assesses ' 41 • ITAC assesses is 

a violent act of 
th 

POD' , r  a violent act of terrorism 
0 

HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 

is HIGHLY UNV..150 .,~ will occur. 

ITAC assesses it is
UNLIKELY that a violent - 
act of terrorism will occur 

ITAC uses bath quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism r eve/s. The setting teat levels is 
determined by several factors including current intelligence, recent evEmts well as the intent pabilittes, and 
attack frequency of terrorist groups. ITAC cautions that the information may dfecomplete and, reg ess of the threat 
level applied, a violent act of terrorism may occur with little or no warning. 

HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS This document is the property of the Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). 
Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with information effective as of the date of publication. This report may only 
be shared with appropriately indoctrinated recipients in your agency/department or within those Canadian agencies/departments 
identified as having already received this record. No action can be taken on this report, including its further dissemination to other 
Government of Canada organizations, reclassification or sanitization, either in whole or in part, without the prior consent of ITAC. 

•>7 

SECRET!, 

TERRORIST GROUP CAPABILITIES.
ADVANCED 

MODERATE 

GENERAL 

Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets 

Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets 

Capable of simple attacks  
("'"‘ 

Any feedback should be directed via email to: 
-77 CO ht..This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory e e'lpp 

the Privacy Act. The information or intelligence may also be protected by e t 
information or intelligence must not be disclosed or used as evidence wir ut r. s 

' 7-1Y

d'er the A tO Information Act or 
s of thg nas Evidence Act. The 
sultatioriteljAC:-

Pr? 



/ 

WEEKLY TRHEVRIEEAINT 1 TA 
Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre 

WTR 20/16-A // 2020-04-24 

• 
• 

• 
a 

SECliftT4/61
SUR 

°/1/ 44
LAC N S

Week: 2020 04 16 to 2020 O‘f, ' 2. .7 icg, -S4,4 A/A-- 
' 1'17', ("1 c 

CANADA-RELATED 

NTR 

AMERICAS - EUROPE 

NTR 

AFRICA 

• 

MIDDLE EAST 
NTR 

EURASIA - PACIFIC 

3.

4. PHILIPPINES: ASG ambushes Philippine military, killing eleven military 
c, members 

uNr, 
P,e0

/A1P0pq." AA/17 C):7,/* 
T~OF•,,q,q7„/ -107, 

0Acqc

/t/FA,744 0/ 
Ces"%s 841A 

'4 blip PFAis
0,9, ONA,„._ 

' 17111-6 

cc-ss to 
/A/p0,,44 

0/0R 

P190 If/s/oivs op
ooF

s`~FNs 
Teo

SUS &

07;Nog• 

414:0/11:3:i9/1)
-s4.,1. 

P% 
of 70:41/4 S7-/00 

'61CCS14 47/V A,0/

All information and intelligence contained in the WTR is presented inliitanguage in which 
it was originally transmitted to ITAC. All ITAC comments and analyses contained herein 
are available in both official languages. 

Veuillez noter que les informations et les renseignements figurant dans le present Examen hebdomadaire de la menace ne sont presentes que dans la 
langue dans laquelle ils ont etd transmis au CIET. Par contre, les remarques et les analyses du CIET sont presentees dans les deux langues officielles. 

3103(18/09) 

Canada 



WTR 20/16-A SECRET/b 

Canada-related 

NTR 

Americas - Europe 
NTR 

Middle East 

NTR 

Africa 

1. TUNISIA: Explosives precursors and drones discovered during raid near Tunis 
Source: Media 

Summary: According to media tepotting, on 15 April 2020, Tunisian authorities raided a house on the outskirt of 
Tunis, where several products used-`4t thee' manufacture of explosives were discovered. Ammonium nitrate, 
potassium and several electronic components used in the manufacture of drones were also discovered. The 
operation led to the arrest of one individual.,
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Eurasia - Pacific 

4. PHILIPPINES: ASG ambushes Philippine military, killing eleven military members 
Source: Media: 

Summary: According media reporting, on 17 April 2020 Philippine military forces were ambushed and later 
engaged in a firefight vSTftDAbu Sayyaf Group (ASG) militants in Patikul, Sulu province. The ambush left eleven 
soldiers killed, another*punded and five ASG Members killed. Media indicates that some of the soldiers were 
reportedly beheaded. The Mfa:ok occurred as POkftwine armed forces members were conducting search operations 
in the area, and came upon 40 armed ASG fighter§ believed to be led by Hatib Hajan Sawadjaan and Radulan 
Sahiron. Allegedly, ASG members captured weapons and a radio from soldiers killed. 
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2. TUNISIA: Explosives precursors and drones discovered during raid near Tunis 
Source: Media 

Summary: According to media reporting, on 15 April 2020, Tunisian authorities raided a house on the outskirt of 
Tunis, where several products used for the manufacture of explosives were discovered. Ammonium nitrate, 
potassium and several electronic components used in the manufacture of drones were also discovered. The 
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5. PHILIPPINES: A bushes Philippine military, killing eleven military members 
Source: Media: 

Summary: According to media reporting, on 17 April 2020 Philippine military forces were ambushed and later 
engaged irfig firefight with Abu Sayyaf Group (ASG) militants in Patikul, Sulu province. The ambush left eleven 
soldiers kiH , anothp,.(14 wounded and five ASG members killed. Media indicates that some of the soldiers were 
reportedly beheaded.*The attack occurred as Philippine armed forces members were conducting search operations 
in the area, and camp, upon 40 armed ASG fighters believed to be led by Hatib Hajan Sawadjaan and Radulan 
Sahiron. AllegedIV 0 members captured weapons and a radio from soldiers killed. 
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95% 

85% 

THREAT LEVEL 

CRITICAL 

HIGH 

MEDIUM 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY LIKELY and 
COULD OCCUR IMMINENTLY. 

- ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is LIKELY' 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR 

LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY. 

ITAC assesses that 
VERY LOW a violent act of terrorism 

60% is HIGHLY UNLIKELY. 

40 
39% 

15% 
14% 

HIGHLY 
UNLIKELY 

ri, vap. 

116,46* 

0% CHANgq 

ITA 
is 

8 V 

terro 

ITAC assesses it 
is UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it is 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of terrorism 
will occur. 

ITAC uses bet quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism threat levels. The setting of threat levels is 
determined b piql factors, ' clu 

s t 
ding current intelligence, recent events, as well as the intent, capabilities, and attack 

frequency of terror s i ition h ion at the informat may be incomplete and. regardless of the threat level applied, 
a violent act of terrorist or no warning, 

1//s. .. 

,41 sl 

C 
4 

1 

TERRORIST GROUP CAPABILITIES 
ADVANCED Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets 

MODERATE Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets 

GkIISRAL   Capable of simple attacks 

HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS ° A./ A 449), 
vts, 

This document is the froperty of the Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with 
information effective as of the date of publication. This report may only be shared with appropriately indoctrinated recipients in your 
agency/department or within those Canadian agencies/departments identified as having already received this record. No action can be 
taken on this report, including its further dissemination to other Government of Canada organizations, reclassification or sanitization, 
either in whole or in part, without the prior consent of ITAC. 

Any feedback should be directed via email to: 

This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory exemption under the Access to Information Act or the Privacy Act. The 
information or intelligence may also be protected by the provisions of the Canada Evidence Act. The information or intelligence must not be 
disclosed or used as evidence without prior consultation with ITAC. 
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Canada: Motive unknown in Nova Scotia mass stioo 

TERRORISM I 
THREAT 
LEVELS I 

i.EGEND: Estabirshi..f' MHO Rao:' * LOWE F e.t! 4 Reirtatus ► 

CANADA ME  a Uniformed 
  ,,,MEDIUM Personnel 

• 

• 

This assessment is current as of 13:00 hrs, 20 April 2020. ITAC will update this assessment as new information 
becomes available. 

/3,9 
According to media reporting, fromciie evening of 
18 April 2020 to the morning of 19 April 2020, -at 
least 18 victims were killed, including an RCMP 
officer, in a mass shooting between the NaiAi , 
Scotia towns of PortAktue and Enfield. The P 
alleged shooter, 51-yearLold Gabriel Wortman, 
was killed after being intercepted by police officers 0 NOVA SCOTIA 
at a gas station in Enfield. Law enforcernint 
authorities believe that Wortman acted alone441(1 /1 An'l 
that there is no further risk to the publiC. SC/A?
Authorities also believe he had an initial ° A i ,. 

1//i,/ "motivation" at the beginning that "turned to 
randomness". He was also not known to police for 
a history of violence or extremist views. 

Timeline of events 
According to media reporting, in the late evening of 18 April 2020, Nova Scotia RCMP responded to calls about 
shots fired in Portapique, a community located approximately 40 kilometres west of Truro. At approximately the 
same time, local residents reported seeing at least three house fires in the area. Separate media reporting states 
that neighbours indicated that the alleged shooter had set fire to his home and several buildings on the property, 
and then shot people as they ran out of their homes. The shooter was apparently dressed in a full police uniform 
and vest and driving a car disguised as an RCMP vehicle. Upon arrival, police found "several casualties" but no 
suspect. 

Separate media reportingci dicates that at some point during the evening, the shooter exchanged gunfire with 
police. He ma d<tO-evad orities and was at large throughout the night. 

Po. • • 
On t,lie following morning, 19 , aw enforcement authorities reported an "active shooter" incident and 
identified Wortman as the suspe9t.itripu out the rest of the morning, Wortman was seen in several communities 
driving en apparent RCMP vehielk thorities then located Wortman in a grocery store plaza in Shubenacadie, 
wherelheViettehipted:feilitetAh him. yewitnesses* the scene saw two cars consumed with fire. At some point, 
he switched 6113 the l:- CMP`aaripla silver SUV. Wortman allegedly then drove south to Enfield, where he was 
intercepted by police officers at a gascstation. 

MASS SHOOTING IN NOVA SCOTIA 

Halifax 

Truro 

Enfield 

r. 

ASSESSMENT NOTE 
This assessment is based on media reporting. 

OA/ 
PO SON f144

41'/04/ 1 -3

, . 

(BC NEWS 
Source: Media 

DEFINITIONS and HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS are located at the last page. 
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Gabriel Wortman 
According to media reporting from 19 April 2020, Wortman was a denturist who owned several clinics. However, 

the COVID-19 pandemic had shuttered his businesses as Nova Scotia order the closure of dental clinics to all but 
emergency procedures in mid-March 2020. Records indicate that he owned several large properties;on Portapique 
Beach Road, where the shooting began. Neighbours reported that Wortman was "obsessed" with the police and 
that his home in Portapique was a "shrine" to the RCMP. He also reportedly bought law enforcement memorabilia 
and boasted about his hobby of refurbishing old police cruisers. 

ASSESSMENT 

Terrorism Threat Levels 

Canada 

An act of terrorg'

474 MEDIUM 

r r 0 

Threat levels as of 27 March 2020. (U//FOLIO) 

There is intent and capability from b estic and international extremist actors to commit an act of 
terrorism in Canada. 

An act of terrorism affecting uniformed personnel in Cadihda COULD OCCUR. 

• an individual or group within Canad or abed has the intent and capability to commit 
an act of terrorism in Canada. 

ITAC assesses 
that an act of terrorism could occur in Canada. 

• Propaganda identifying uniformed personnel as potential targets continues to be published online. 

uniformed personnel in Canada could occur. 
ITAC assesses that a violent act of terrorism affecting 
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—39% 

15 % oibildla‘tiAlllialin. 

14% 

0% 

HIGHLY 

4% REMOTE 
CE 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

CRITICAL 

HIGH 

MEDIUM 

liAC, assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is i-W3i-iLY LIKELY 3,, ,1 
COULD OCCUR IMMINENTLY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent ad of terrorism 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR.

LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY. 

VERY LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY UNLIKELY. 

ITAC 
HIG 
a vio 

ITAC' 
LI KEI4, tAat 01'eht 
act of,terroOrn, ll
occur.

ITAC assesses it 
is POSSIBLE that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it 
is UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it is 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of terrorism 
will occur. 

ITAC uses both quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism threat levels. the setting of threat ieveis is 
determined by several factors including current intelligence; recent events, as well as the intent, capabilities, and attack 
frequency of terrorist groups. ITAC cautions that the information may be incomplete and. regardless of the threat level applied, 
a violent act 7h;qrronsm may occur with little or no warning. 

Ss 
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A4 40 l 'Ar So3, 
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C 

TERRORIST GROUP CAPABILITIES 
ADVANCED 
MODERATE 

GENERAL 
■ 

fit 

Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets 

Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets 

Capable of simple attacks 

HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS 0 
1,4%,„ 

This document is the property of the fritegrated Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC, it is derived 
from various sources with information effective as of the date of publication. It is provided to your agency/department in 
confidence and may be further disseminated by your agency/department to those with the need to know. It must not be 
reused in any way, in whole or in part, without the consent of the originator. 

Any feedback should be directed via email to ITAC at 

This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory exemption under the Access to Information Act 
or the Privacy Act. The information or intelligence may also be protected by the provisions of the Canada Evidence Act. 
The information or intelligence must not be disclosed or used as evidence without prior consultation with ITAC. 
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AFRICA 
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All information and intelligence contained in the WTR is presented in the !Ai Gage in which 
it was originally transmitted to ITAC. All ITAC comments and analyses contained herein 
are available in both official languages. 

EURASIA - PACIFIC 

Veuillez noter que les informations et les renseignements figurant dans le present Examen hebdomadaire de la menace ne sont presentes que dans la 
langue dans laquelle ils ont ete transmis au CIET. Par contre, les remarques et les analyses du CIET sont presentees dans les deux langues officielles. 
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Africa 

4. EGYPT: Police officer killed in raid against terrorist cell in Cairo 
Source: Media 

Summary: According to media reporting, an Egyptian police .9 er and seven suspected terrorists were killed on 
14 April 2020 when Egyptian security forces raided a suspecte niilitant hideout at a residential building in Cairo's 
Amiriyah District. The Egyptian Interior Ministry said the security forces seized weapons and ammunition in the raid 
and that the suspects were planning attacks against Coptic Christians during the Coptic Orthodox Holy Week and 
Easter Sunday celebrated on 19 April 2020. 
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HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS 

THREAT LEVEL 046 

CRITICAL 

HIGH 

MEDIUM 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY LIKELY rlari 
COULD OCCUR IMMINENTLY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is LIKELY 

- , 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR 

LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY. 

VERY LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY UNLIKELY 

ITAC uses bo 
determined b 
frequency of terror 
a violent act of terroris 

ITAC 
Mt 
a 

ITAC ass 
LIKELY that violent 
act of terrodSM will 

ITAC assecsPs it 
is POSSIBLE that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it 
is UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it is 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of terrorism 
will occur. 

quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism threat levels. The setting of threat levels is 
factor: eluding current intelligence, recent events, as well as the intent, capabilities, and attack 

s. tions that the information may be incomplete and, regardless of the threat level applied, 
tie or no warning. 

TERRORIST GROUP CAPABILITIES 
ADVANCED 

MODERATE 

OA: GENERAL 
SS 

0 

407. 
'OA/ 4Nr , 

Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets 

Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets 

Capable of simple attacks 

This document is the property of the Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with 
information effective as of the date of publication. This report may only be shared with appropriately indoctrinated recipients in your 
agency/department or within those Canadian agencies/departments identified as having already received this record. No action can be 
taken on this report, including its further dissemination to other Government of Canada organizations, reclassification or sanitization, 
either in whole or in part, without the prior consent of ITAC. 

Any feedback should be directed via email to: 

This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory exemption under the Access to Information Act or the Privacy Act. The 
information or intelligence may also be protected by the provisions of the Canada Evidence Act. The information or intelligence must not be 
disclosed or used as evidence without prior consultation with ITAC. 
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GLOBAL THREAT ASSESSMENT 
WHAT'S NEW? 
Countries around the world have withdrawn, redeployed or locked down thousands 
of military and security forces to combat COVID-1 9, including in several fragile 
states where their presence has deterred terrorist advances. 
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ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY LIKELY and 
COULD OCCUR 
IMMINENTLY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is LIKELY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY. 
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ITAC uses both quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism  evels. The setting l teat levels is 
determined by several factors including current intelligence, recent evtrnts well as the intent pabilities, and 
attack frequency of terrorist groups.. ITAC cautions that the information may terycomplete and, reg ss of the threat 
level applied, a violent act of terrorism may occur with little or no warning. 

HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS This document is the property of the Integrated Terrorism Assessment 
Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with information effective as of the date of 
publication. It is provided to your agency/department in confidence and may be further disseminated by your 
agency/department to those with appropriate security clearances and appropriate security systems to retain the 
information. It must not be reclassified or reused in any way, in whole or in part, without the consent of the originator. 
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LANGUAGE 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorisYn 
is HIGHLY LIKELY and 
COULD OCCUR 
IMMINENTLY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is LIKELY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR. 

VERY LOW 

DEFINITIONS 

t,. fl

~ . 

7177' r\;- -)
ITAC assesses that lks •-•,, • IcAr., assesses it is 
a violent act of terrorism._ UNLIKELY that a violent= 
is POSSIBLE act of terrorism wit' occtir. 
BUT UNLIKELY. 

0‘ 
'7•• - 

ITAC assesses th !TAO assesses it is 

a violent act of t 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 

i49) is HIGHLY UNUSELkts. rs..a violent act of terrorism 
will occur. 

re, 

ITAC uses both quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism r vets. The suiting - r ii ,,dt huunS Is / 

determined by several factors including current intelligence, recent evAtsisc well as the intent pabilities, and 
attack frequency of terrorist groups. ITAC cautions that the information may be,j7complete and, reg ss of the threat 
level applied, a violent act of terrorism may occur with little or no warning. 

HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS This document is the property of the Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). 
Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with information effective as of the date of publication. This report may only 
be shared with appropriately indoctrinated recipients in your agency/department or within those Canadian agencies/departments 
identified as having already received this record. No action can be taken on this report, including its further dissemination to other 
Government of Canada organizations, reclassification or sanitization, either in whole or in part, without the prior consent of ITAC. 
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TERRORIST GROUP CAPABILITIES 
ADVANCED Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets

MODERATE Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets 

1-1

GENERAL Capable of simple attacks 0 
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1. FRANCE: Three individuals arrested for knife attack that kills two 
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All information and intelligence contained in the WTF? is presented in t 
it was originally transmitted to ITAC. All ITAC comments and analyses containeiIVJeSein
are available in both official languages. 
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MIDDLE EAST 

EURASIA - PACIFIC 

8. THAILAND: BRN declares ceasefire 
in south amid COVID-19 

9. RUSSIA/UKRAINE: US designates 
Russian Imperial Movement as 
a terrorist group 

Veuillez noter que les informations et les renseignements figurant dans le present Examen hebdomadaire de la menace ne sont presentes que dans la 
langue dans laquelle ils ont ete transmis au CIET. Par contre, les remarques et les analyses du CIET sont presentees dans les deux langues officielles. 
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Americas - Earl* 

1. FRANCE: Three individuals arrested for knife attack that kills two 
Source.- Media 

Summary: According to media reporting, on 4 April 2020 a Sudanese asylum seeker identified as Abdallah A.0 
attacked pedestrians at random with a knife in the southern French town of Romans-sur-Isere, killing two and 
injuring five. French counterterrorism authorities cited in the media indicated that the attacker was arrested 
on terrorism-related charges minutes following the attack after he was found "on his knees on the pavement 
praying in Arabic". During a subsequent search of the attacker's home, authorities found handwritten documents 
that included arguments about religion and a complaint about living in a "country of infidels". Two others were also 
detained in connection with the attack, including an acquaintance and an individual living at the same residence as 
the attacker. 
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8. THAILAND: BRN declares ceasefire in south amid COVID-19 
Source: Media 

Summary: Media reporting from early April 2020 indicates that the Barisan Revolusi Nasional (BRN) has declared 
a ceasefire on humanitarian grounds, citing concerns about the COVID-19 outbreak. BRN claimed they were 
halting all activities unless they were attacked by the Thai military. The ceasefire follows a suspected BRN attack 
in March 2020 against a government office in Yala province where a COVID-19 response meeting was being held. 

9. RUSSIA/UKRAINE: US designahis Russian Imperial Movement 
Source: Media 

Summary: On 7 April 2020, the United States 
designated the Russian Imperial Movement (RIM) and 
three of its leaders as Specially Designated Global 
Terrorists (see text box). RIM is cited as providing 
paramilitary training and incitement to violence to other 
far right and neo-nazi groups around the world, and in 
particular in Ukraine. According to media reporting from 
2017, two Swedish nationals received training from RIM 
in August 2016 and were later involved in two bomb 
attacks and an attempted bomb attack that targeted 
refugees and political opponents in Gothenburg, 
Sweden, leaving one person seriously injured (see 
TA19/63). 

ITAC Assessment: This 
terrorists. 

as a terrorist group 

What is RIM? 

According to media and open source reporting, 
the Russian Imperial Movement (RIM), founded 
in 2002, attracts and trains groups motivated by 
white supremacy and neo-Nazi beliefs. RIM has 
two training facilities in St. Petersburg that offer 
woodland and urban assault, tactical weapons, 
and hand-to-hand combat training. 
Source: Media 

s the first time the United States has formally designated a white supremacist group as 
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HIGH 

MEDIUM 

SECRET//i 

*is 4041> 

PI-Mehouta 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY LIKELY r.1 -1d 
COULD OCCUR IMMINENTLY. 

1T pssesses that 
a vio Brit act of terrorism 
is LIKELY 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR 

LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY. 

VERY LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY UNLIKELY. 

ITA 
is 

terrori 

ITAC assesses it 
is UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it is 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of terrorism 
will occur. 
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ITAC uses but uantita five and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism threat levels. The setting of threat levels is 
determined b I 

s. 
factor cluding current intelligence, recent events, as well as the intent, capabilities, and attack 

frequency of terror lions that the information may be incomplete and, regardless of the threat level applied, 
a violent act of terrors tiitie or no warning. 

17c) /41P019/1444147,C4 /c: 
1)-4,41 

0 

4 / 

HIGHst TERRORIST GROUP CAPABILITIES 
UNLIKELY 

ADVANCED Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets 

.4% REM*', 0  MODERATE I Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets 

0% CHAMCkii GENERAL Capable of simple attacks 

Cti 7-, - /
1q7' HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS 

/QA/ 
A

This document is the property of the Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with 
information effective as of the date of publicati99,,, This report may only be shared with appropriately indoctrinated recipients in your 
agency/department or within those Canadian ageirities/departments identified as having already received this record. No action can be 
taken on this report, including its further dissemination to other Government of Canada organizations, reclassification or sanitization, 
either in whole or in part, without the prior consent of ITAC. 

Any feedback should be directed via email to: 

This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory exemption under the Access to Information Act or the Privacy Act. The 
information or intelligence may also be protected by the provisions of the Canada Evidence Act. The information or intelligence must not be 
disclosed or used as evidence without prior consultation with ITAC. 
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7. AFGHANISTAN: Former DAESH-K 10. 
leader arrested by Afghan authorities 

8 

All information and intelligence contained in the WTR is presented in the language in which 
it was originally transmitted to ITAC. All ITAC comments and analyses contained herein 
are available in both official languages. 

11. THAILAND: BRN declares ceasefire 
in south amid COVID-19 

12. RUSSIA/UKRAINE: US designates 
Russian Imperial Movement as 
a terrorist group 

Veuillez noter que les informations et les renseignements figurant dans le present Examen hebdomadaire de la menace ne sont presentes que dans la 
langue dans laquelle ils ont ete transmis au CIET. Par contre, les remarques et les analyses du CIET sont presentees dans les deux langues officielles. 
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Canada-related 
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Americas - Europe 

1. FRANCE: Three individuals arrested for knife attack that kills two 
Source: Media 

Summary: According to media reporting, on 4 April 2020 a Sudanese asylum seeker identified as Abdallah A.0 
attacked pedestrians at random with a knife in the southern French town of Romans-sur-Isere, killing two and 
injuring five. French counterterrorism authorities cited in the media indicated that the attacker was arrested 
on terrorism-related charges minutes following the attack after he was found "on his knees on the pavement 
praying in Arabic". During a subsequent search of the attacker's home, authorities found handwritten documents 
that included arguments about religion and a complaint about living in a "country of infidels". Two others were also 
detained in connection with the attack, including an acquaintance and an individual living at the same residence as 
the attacker. 
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Summary: In early April 2020, Afghan authorities publicly announceevthe #Mst of the leader of DA 
(DAESH-K) along with 19 other fighters. 
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12. RUSSIA/UKRAINE: US designates Russian Imperial 
Source: Media 

Summary: On 7 April 2020, the United States 
designated the Russian Imperial Movement (RIM) and 
three of its leaders as Specially Designated Global 
Terrorists (see text box). RIM is cited as providing 
paramilitary training and incitement to violence to other 
far right and neo-nazi groups around the world, and in 
particular in Ukraine. According to media reporting from 
2017, two Swedish nationals received training from RIM 
in August 2016 and were later involved in two bomb 
attacks and an attempted bomb attack that targeted 
refugees and political opponents in Gothenburg, 
Sweden, leaving one person seriously injured (see 
TA19/63). 

Movement as a terrorist group 

What is RIM? 

According to media and open source reporting, 
the Russian Imperial Movement (RIM), founded 
in 2002, attracts and trains groups motivated by 
white supremacy and neo-Nazi beliefs. RIM has 
two training facilities in St. Petersburg that offer 
woodland and urban assault, tactical weapons, 
and hand-to-hand combat training. 
Source: Media 
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What follows is a list of other ITAC products published between 2 and 8 April 2020. 

Threat Highlights 

TH 20/52 Chad/Nigeria: Attacks kill nearly 100 Chadian and 70 Nigerian soldiers 
(SECRET) 

Threat Assessments 

TA 20/26-A UPDATE: The National Terrorism Threat Level for Canada 
(SECRET// 

TA 20/28 

Lasers 

NIL 

Kenya: Potential reconnaissance incidents at the Canadian High Commission in 
Nairobi 
(SECRET/i 
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THREAT LEVEL 

CRITICAL 

HIGH 

MEDIUM 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHi,1,Y LIKELY and 
COULD IMMINENTLY 

''ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is LIKELY 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR 

LOW 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY 

VERY LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY UNLIKELY. 

ITAC ;44 
a AO 

• • 

ITACr, 
LIKELY,,
act of., 

ITAC assesses it 
is POSSIBLE that 
a violent'acte 
terrorism *ill occur. 

ITAC assesses it 
is UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it is 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of terrorism 
will occur. 

r(Ac uses bob, quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism threat levels. The setting of threat levels is 
determined • factors ncluchng current intelligence, recent events, as well as the intent, capabilities, and attack 

• §‘, 
tions that the information may he incomplete and, regardless of the threat level applied, frequency of terro, 

a violent act of terrony c . #tie or no warning. 

1CO3 ''")9 

TERRORIST GROUP CAPABILITIES 
ADVANCED 

MODERATE 

GENERAL 

".1 
HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS 

Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets 

Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets 

1  1 Capable of simple attacks 

This document is the property of the Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with 
information effective as of the date of publication. This report may only be shared with appropriately indoctrinated recipients in your 
agency/department or within those Canadian agencies/departments identified as having already received this record. No action can be 
taken on this report, including its further dissemination to other Government of Canada organizations, reclassification or sanitization, 
either in whole or in part, without the prior consent of ITAC. 

Any feedback should be directed via email to: 

This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory exemption under the Access to Information Act or the Privacy Act. The 

information or intelligence may also be protected by the provisions of the Canada Evidence Act. The information or intelligence must not be 
disclosed or used as evidence without prior consultation with ITAC. 
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THE NATIONAL TERRORISM  
___,THREAT LEVEL FOR CANADA MEDIUM M 40* MEDIUM 

This g et-assessOr
co.

t ` )dates the National Terrorism Threat Level (NT /L 
^-d the med perspn 1, / ublished on 4 December 2019 - TA 19/127 

THREATS TO 
TRANSPORTATION 

sransportation 
networks, such as rail, marine and air, continue to 
be desirable targets for extremist groups. 

ITAC has reassessed the threat to rail networks in 
Canada (see TA 20/23-A). 

Extremist propaganda continues to convey the 
intent to strike transportation modes, and a number of 
acts of sabotage against domestic rail infrastructure 
have occurred. 

ITAC last assessed the terrorism threat to civil aviation in 
Canada in March 2019 (refer to TA 19/22-B), while the 
threat to maritime transportation systems (MTS) (refer 
to TA 18/120) was reassessed in 2018. 

w 
RY LOW 

AVIATION 

RAIL 

MARITIME 

162 _Ify

Uniformed 
Personnel 

SECRET// 

ITAC assesses the terrorism threat in Canada to be MEDIUM: 
Extremist groups and individuals in Canada and abroad have both 
the intent AND the capability to carry out an act of terrorism in this 
country. ITAC assesses an attack could occur. 

ITAC assesses the terrorism threat to uniformed personnel in Canada 
to he MEDIUM: An attack targeting uniformed personnel in Canada 
could occur. 

CANADIAN 
EXTREMIST 
TRAVELLERS 
AND RETURNEES 

Currently, there are CETs believed to be alive 
and currently abroad; are in Turkey/Syria/Iraq, with the 

remainder in the Afghanistan—Pakistan region, With and East 
Africa. These individuals travelled to support and facilitate 

terrorist-related activities. individuals, with a 
nexus to Canada and suspected of having engaged in terrorist 

activities abroad, have returned. Of that number, returned 
from Turkey/Syria/Iraq. 

The number of CETs returning to Canada as a consequence of the 
collapse of the physical DAESH caliphate has been relatively few 

to date. Currently, the majority of CETs in Syria remain in detention, 

ITAC ASSESSMENT 
A terrorist attack in Canada could occur 

The greatest terrorism threat to Canada remains domestic 
extremists who have been inspired or incited online 

References to Canada and uniformed personnel continue 
to be present in extremist propaganda. This has not 
resulted in attacks or more active planning in Canada. 
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am THREAT tri
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c/D 
IMV actors continue to express intiantecarry o 
views. On 16 January 020, UniteAltes (USJanuary

illegally crossin °Abe US itrAugust 
in Richmond, Virgin' ,,,,,, 10 hopes'of triggerihg a We 
and TH 20/25). Other Canadian NV extremists uncle 

al Terrorism Threat Level for Canada 

(the name of their extremist 
sted Patrik Mathews who, 

attacking a gun rights rally 
(refer to TH 20/14, TH 20/23, 

estigation include at least one 
member of the Carad iaomilitary who encouraged fatlow extremists to join the military to 
learn "the methods you need to destroy.them" 

USE  
AND ROF
MATER1 
The tin-eat-at, I MV extremism 
endures, OD part due to the 
proliferation of extremist 
propaganda and recruitment 
material. Primarily shared via 
social media, recent propaganda 
and recruitment videos posted online feature a wide range of activities, including military-
style weapons training and flag burnings. Some videos depict and promote 'hate camps', 
while others, including one by The Base, appear to threaten potential targets such as 
Canadian journalists who focus on extremism. (see TH 19/137 and TH 20/11). Certain 
IMV extremist networks have criticized "keyboard warriorism" and have encouraged 
individuals to engage in violent activities. 

ITAC ASSESSMENT 

EXTREMISTS SUGGEST 
USE OF COVID-19 AS A 
WEAPON OR RETRIBUTION 

-77 ci) 
According to SITE '19 February 2020, a far-right 
Telegram channel Mu e te content regarding the spread 
of the coronavirds CO i blisheda list of "accelerationism 
goals" including the deliberate transmission of COVID-19 to 
minority groups. Separate MEMRI reporting from 4 March 2020 
notes that a Jihadist magazine included an article from a group 
of Islamic clerics based in Syria describing COVID-19 as "one 
of Allah's soldiers' and -divine can eance" against criminals. 

ITAC ASSESSMENT 

Saad 
AKHTAR 

Kingston-based 
minor 

Carlos 
LARMOND 

Ikar 
MAO 

Patrik 
MATHEWS 

SECRET/I 

TERRORISM RELATED OR 
OTHER LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

Charged with first-degree murder, including terrorist activity, for allegedly 
killing a pedestrian in Scarborough. ON, on the evening of 21 February 
2020. 

Charged with terrorism-related offences pursuant to the Criminal Code. 
After being released on bail, he was arrested on 21 April 2019 after an 
alleged breach of his bail conditions, and has remained in custody since. 
The youth is expected to enter a guilty plea on 7 April 2020. 

Initially arrested in Montreal, QC, in January 2015 while boarding a plane 
with intentions to fly overseas and join DAESH. He was recently released 
from prison to a halfway house (with restrictions) under a statutory-
release law. His co-conspirator (and twin brother) Ashton Larmond was 
sentenced to 17 years and remains in prison. 

Charged with participating in the activity of a terrorist group and leaving 
Canada to participate in the activity of a terrorist group. He was denied 
bail on 12 December 2019, and will remain in custody until trial. 

Charged in the US with transporting a firearm and ammunition with intent 
to commit a felony and of being an alien in possession of a firearm.and 
ammunition. He allegedly videotaped himself advocating killing people, 
poisoning water supplies and derailing trains. Mathews has been denied 
bail.

Charged with first-degree murder and 16 counts of attempted murder in 
Alek connection with the 23 April 2018 Toronto van attack. His trial is scheduled 

MINASSIAN to commence on 6 April 2020. Minassian is not facing terrorism charges. 

Awso 
PESHDARY 

Abdulahi 
HASAN SHARIF 

Charged with participating in the activity of a terrorist group, facilitating an 
activity for a terrorist group, and two counts of conspiring to participate or 
contribute to an activity of a terrorist group; his trial is ongoing. 

Convicted on 25 October 2019 of 3.1 11 charges, including five counts of 
attempted murder in relation to two vehicle attacks in Edmonton which 
occurred on 20 September 2017. Sharif was not facing terrorism charges. 
Hasan Sharif was sentenced to 28 years in prison on 13 December 2019. 
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LEVELS DESCRIPTIONS LANGUAGE 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terroris 
is HIGHLY LIKELY and 
COULD OCCUR 
IMMINENTLY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is LIKELY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR. 

LOW 

VERY LOW 

DEFINITIONS 
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P 
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ITAC assesses that ,..h. ITAC assesses it is - ..,... 
a violent act of terrorism,"-- tAtILIKELY that a violent--
is POSSIBLE ---:: ct0fLerroriern. i °ice'. 
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ITAC uses both quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorisnL rr eve/s. The selling • eat levels is i iim 
determined by several factors including current intelligence, recent evemts,Pes well as the intent, pabilities, and 
attack frequency of terrorist groups. ITAC cautions that the information may bCrijicomplete and, rega ess of the threat 
level applied, a violent act of terrorism may occur with little cr no warning. 
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HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS This document is the property of the Integrated Terrorism Assessment 
Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with information effective as of the date of 
publication. It is provided to your agency/department in confidence and may be further disseminated by your 
agency/department to those with appropriate security clearances and appropriate security systems to retain the 
information. It must not be reclassified or reused in any way, in whole or in part, without the consent of the originator. 
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SYRIAN KURDISH MEASURES AGAiNro,c, 9 CRISIS 

According to media and open source repOrting, on 23 March 2020 the 
Syrian Kurdish administration announced a two-week curfew over its 
territory in northeast Syria to prevent t,tie spread of the coronavirus 
(COVID-19), restricting residents to their homes and closing public 
spaces and non-essential businesses. Security checkpoints and 
patrols have been enforcing the measures, arresting hundreds for 
non-compliance. According to separate uncorroborated media 
reporting, as of 24 March 2020, the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) 
indicated that it would suspend most of its military operations in 
northeast Syria to deal with COVID-19. 

CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASES 
IN SYRIA 

According to open source reporting, 
as of 2 April 2020, Syria had only 
disclosed 16 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19. In contrast, there were 
over 50,000 confirmed cases in Iran, 
over 18,000 in Turkey and nearly 
800 in Iraq. 

According to media, as of 26 March 2020, limited medical resources were available in Syrian Kurdish territory to 
care for patients infected with COVID-19, including few intensive care units and ventilators. There were no 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Syrian Kurdish territory, but there was little to no testing capability due to limited 
access to testing kits. 
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Prison break AC Op C-:(.,,_. 7-4 , 0 (,,
According to media and open source reporting, on 29 March 2020, several DAESH detainees briefly escaped and 
were subsequently recaptured following a riot at Ghweran prison in northeast Syria. According to uncorroborated 
open source reporting, detainees rioted due to poor treatment and conditions in the prison. 
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ITAC assesses that 
Py.„ a violent act of terrorism 
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, :••1, is HIGHLY LIKELY 
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ITAC asses96s that 
a violent act of terronsin 
COULD OCCUR 

LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY. 

VERY LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY UNLIKELY 

act 
occ.

I TAC a siaggirrr 
is POSSIBLE that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it 
is UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it is 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of terrorism 
will occur. 

11,1C uses both quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism threat levels. The setting of threat levels is 
determined by several factors including current intelligence, recent events, as well as the intent, capabilities. and attack 
frequency of terrorist groups. IIAC cautions that the information may be incomplete and. regardless of the threat level applied, 
a violent act frbirrorism may occur with little or no warning. 

/06/ Oc, „ 
Of/is 'A?

op 

tsSfip0Ami,404,,z,4 

/lc° „ 

" 

/AIPOR/14/1//04Ci'4/ 
/°/' 

1/43

1/-ii)1-4/1)&'4.4 

40/S(494 

•C'S 

IS'A/c90/1//liA/7-S 

P%011/1/Ak-

40/ 
SA?

%1C% 

47A/p0/3,444 
/04/.`-48 

TERRORIST GROUP CAPABILITIES 
ADVANCED Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets 

MODERATE Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets 

1:111 GENERAL Capable of simple attacks 
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This document is the property of the IntegVrated Terronsm Assessment Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC. it is derived from various sources with 
information effective as of the date of publication. This report may only be shared with appropriately indoctrinated recipients in your 
agency/department or within those Canadian agencies/departments identified as having already received this record. No action can be 
taken on this report, including its further dissemination to other Government of Canada organizations, reclassification or sanitization, 
either in whole or in part, without the prior consent of ITAC. 

Any feedback should be diig‘tierii u mtilaitlitir, 

This document constitutes a record which may 6ksubject to mandatory exemption under the Access to Information Act or the Privacy Act. The 
information or intelligence may also be protected by the provisions of the Canada Evidence Act. The information or intelligence must not be 
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CANADA-RELATED AMERICAS - EUROPE 

NTR NTR 

AFRICA 

1. TUNISIA: Two terrorist attacks thwarted near the US Embassy in Tunis! 

2. 

All information and intelligence contained in the WTR is presented in the lee. 
it was originally transmitted to ITAC. All ITAC comments and analyses contain 
are available in both official languages. 

0 which 
rein 

MIDDLE EAST 
NTR 

EURASIA - PACIFIC 

4. INDONESIA: New Zealander killed by 
gunmen near Freeport Mine in Papua 

5. PHILIPPINES: Canadian killed in plane 
explosion in Manila: 

Veuillez noter que les informations et les renseignements figurant dans le present Examen hebdomadaire de la menace ne sont presentes que dans la 
langue dans laquelle ils ont ete transmis au CIET. Par centre, les remarques et les analyses du CIET sont presentees dans les deux langues officielles. 
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Americas - E rape 

NTR 

Middle East 
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Africa 

1. TUNISIA: Two terrorist attacks thwarted near the US Embassy in Tunis 
Source: Media 

Summary: According to media reporting from late March 2020, two terrorist plots were thwarted and four terrorists 
arrested near the United States (US) Embassy-in, Tunis. The recent suicide bombing attack at the Berges du Lac 
on 6 March 2020 near the US Embassy trigbered a'series of arrests. Terrorist elements had planned to carry out 
other attacks to capitalize on the exceptiOW pircumStarices in. Tunisia brought about by the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
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3. 

Eurasia - Pacific 

4. INDONESIA: New Zealander killed by gunmen netivEreeport Mine in Papua 
Source: Media 

Summary: Media reprtibr:9 from 30 March 2020 indicates that eight gunmen killed a New Zealand miner and 
wounded six other individuals near the PT Freeport Indonesia Mine. The mine is partly owned by a named US-
based company and has been previously targeted by attacks. The West Papua Liberation Army, the militant wing 
of the Free Papua Organization, claimed responsibility for the attailk. Additionally, media reported that similar 
clashes between Indonesian authorities and the West Papua Liberation Army had killed two other security 
personnel since February 2020. 

5. PHILIPPINES: Canadian killed in plane explosion in Manila; 
Source: Media 

Summary: Media reporting from 29 March 2020 indicates that an airplane carrying medical supplies bound 
for Japan caught fire during takeoff from the Ninoy Aquino International Airport in Manila. Eight people were killed 
including an American and a Canadian. According to media sources, Philippines authorities had deemed the plane 
airworthy, but the airport was operating with minimal staff due to the COVID-19 lockdown measures implemented 
by the authorities.*Qcal officials indicated that the plane encountered an unspecified problem resulting in a fire that 
destroyed the aircrA 
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MEDIUM 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism] 
is HIGHLY LIKELY 
COULD OCCUR IMMINENTLY 

(ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is LIKELY 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
COUL D OCCUR 

LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY.

VERY LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY UNLIKELY. 

LIKELY that a vie. 
act of terrorism will 
occur. 

I I AC assesses it 
is POSSIBLE that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it 
is UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it is 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of terrorism 
will occur. 

ITAC uses bot quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism threat levels. The setting of threat levels is 
determined b factor ing current intelligence; recent events, as well as the intent, capabilities. and attack 
frequency of term 16 

1,4-)s- 
i4jtlons that the information may be incomplete and, regardless of the threat level applied, 

a violent act of terrorisi t§ttie or no warning. 
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TERRORIST GROUP CAPABILITIES 
ADVANCED 7 1777  Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets 

P-% MODERATE ti*  Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets 

GENERAL Capable of simple attacks 

' • 0 to '0,9 
//vP /114c 

HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS 

This document is the property of the Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with 
information effective as of the date of publication. This report may only be shared with appropriately indoctrinated recipients in your 
agency/department or within those Canadian agencies/departments identified as having already received this record. No action can be 
taken on this report, including its further dissemination to other Government of Canada organizations, reclassification or sanitization, 
either in whole or in part, without the prior consent of ITAC. 

Any feedback should be directed via email to: 

This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory exemption under the Access to Information Act or the Privacy Act. The 
information or intelligence may also be protected by the provisions of the Canada Evidence Act. The information or intelligence must not be 
disclosed or used as evidence without prior consultation with ITAC. 
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Week: 2020 03 26 to 2020 04 01 

CANADA-RELATED AMERICAS - EUROPE 

NTR NTR 

AFRICA 

1. TUNISIA: Two terrorist attacks thwarted near the US Embassy 
in Tunis 

2. 

3. 

0/vs
'41CC ,s, OP 7- 9̀ 0 

O. 

All information and intelligence contained in the WTR is presented in the language in which 
it was originally transmitted to ITAC. All ITAC comments and analyses contained herein 
are available in both official languages. 

MIDDLE EAST 
NTR 

4 

EURASIA - PACIFIC 

5. 

6. INDONESIA: New Zealander killed by gunmen near Freeport 
Mine in Papua 

7. PHILIPPINES: Canadian killed in plane explosion in Manila: 

Veuillez noter que les informations et les renseignements figurant dans le present Examen hebdomadaire de la menace ne sont presentes que dans la 
langue dans laquelle ils ont ete transmis au CIET. Par contre, les remarques et les analyses du CIET sont presentees dans les deux langues officielles. 
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Americas - Europe 
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Middle East 
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Africa 

1. TUNISIA: Two terrorist attacks thwarted near the US Embassy in Tunis 
Source: Media 

Summary: According to media reporting from late March 2020, two terrorist plots were thwarted and four terrorists 
arrested near the United States (US) Embassyjn Tunis. The recent suicide bombing attack at the Berges du Lac 
on 6 March 2020 near the US Embassy,Oggerecl a series of arrests. Terrorist elements had planned to carry out 
other attacks to capitalize on the exceptional circumstances in Tunisia brought about by the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
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6. INDONESIA: New Zealander killed by gunmen near Freeport Mine in Papua 
Source: Media 

Summary: Media reporting from 30 March 2020 indicates that eight gunmen killed a New Zealand miner and 
wounded six other individuals near the PT Freeport Indonesia Mine. mine is partly owned by a named US-
based company and has been previously targeted by attacks. The West Papua Liberation Army, the militant wing 
of the Free Papua Organization, claimed responsibility for the attack. Additionally, media reported that similar 
clashes between Indonesian authorities and the West Papua Liberation Army had kpled two other security 
personnel since February 2020. 

7. PHILIPPINES: Canadian killed in plane explosion in Manila; 
Source: Media 

Summary: Media reporting from 29 March 2020 indicates that an airplane carrying medical supplies bound 
for Japan caught fire during takeoff from the Ninoy Aquino International Airport in Manila. Eight people were killed 
including an American and a Canadian. According to media sources, Philippines authorities had deemed the plane 
airworthy, but the airport was operating with minimal staff due to the COVID-19 lockdown measures implemented 
by the authorities. Local officials indicated that the plane encountered an unspecified problem resulting in a fire that 
destroyed the aircraft. 

Changes to Terrorism Threat Levels 
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What follows is a list of other ITAC products published between 26 March and 1 April 2020. 
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TH 20/51 United States: Alleged VBIED plan to attack hospital during COVID-19 Pandemic 
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Threat Assessments 

TA 20/27 COVID-19 UPDATE: Extremism & Political Violence 
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TA 20/27-A COVIito19 U'FiVATE: Extremism & Political Violence 
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[TAG assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY LIKELY and 
COULD OCCUR IMMINENTLY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is LIKELY 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY UNLIKELY 
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ITAC assesses it 
is POSSIBLE that 
a violent 
terrorisni yell ocbOr. 

ITAC assesses it 
is UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it is 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of terrorism 
will occur. 

ITAC uses bot quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism threat levels. The setting of threat levels is 

determined b I factor& icluding current intelligence, recent events, as well as the intent, capabilities, and attack 
frequency of terror , psi  i flans that the information may be incomplete and, regardless of the threat level applied, 
a violent act of terroris 1 i The or no warning. 
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TERRORIST GROUP CAPABILITIES 
ADVANCED Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets 
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This document is the rtI ty of the Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with 
information effective as of the\ t report e: of publication. This  may only be shared with appropriately indoctrinated recipients in your 4 it,
agency/department or within  Canadian agencies/departments identified as having already received this record. No action can be 
taken on this report, including its further dissemination to other Government of Canada organizations, reclassification or sanitization, 
either in whole or in part, without the prior consent of ITAC. 

Any feedback should be directed via email to: 

This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory exemption under the Access to Information Act or the Privacy Act. The 
information or intelligence may also be protected by the provisions of the Canada Evidence Act. The information or intelligence must not be 
disclosed or used as evidence without prior consultation with ITAC. 
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AFRICA 

1. TUNISIA: Two terrorist attacks thwarted near the US Embassy 
in Tunis 

2.
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All information and intelligence contained in the WTR is presented in t 
it was originally transmitted to ITAC. All ITAC comments and analyses contains vein 
are available in both official languages. 

MIDDLE EAST 
NTR 

EURASIA - PACIFIC 

4. 

5. INDONESIA: New Zealander killed by gunmen near Freeport 
Mine in Papua 

6. PHILIPPINES: Canadian killed in plane explosion in Manila; 

Veuillez noter que les informations et les renseignements figurant dans le present Examen hebdomadaire de la menace ne sont presentes que dans la 
langue dans laquelle ils ont ete transmis au CIET. Par contre, les remarques et les analyses du CIET sont presentees dans les deux langues officielles. 
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1. TUNISIA: Two terrorist attacks thwarted near the US Embassy in Tunis 
Source: Media 

Summary: According to media reporting from late March 2020, two terrorist plots were thwarted and four terrorists 
arrested near the United States (US)'EmbaSsyjn Tunis. The recent suicide bombing attack at the Berges du Lac 
on 6 March 2020 near the US Embassy- triggered a $eries of arrests. Terrorist elements had planned to carry out 
other attacks to capitaJi40 on the exception'alpirCUrnstances in Tunisia brought about by the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
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Eurasia - Pacific 

5. INDONESIA: New Zealander killed by gunmen near Freeport Mine in Papua 
Source: Media 

Summary: Media reporting from 30 March 2020 indicates that eight gunmen killed a New Zealand miner and 
wounded six other individuals near the PT Freeport Indonesia Mine. The mine is partly owned by a named US-
based company and has been previously targeted by attacks. The West Papua Liberation Army, the militant wing 
of the Free Papua Organization, claimed responsibility for the attack. Additionally, media reported that similar 
clashes betwee 'don*an authorities and the West Papua Liberation Army had killed two other security 
personnel sine uary 26n. 
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6. PHILIPPINES: Canadian killed in plane explosion in Manila; 
Source: Media 

Summary: Media reporting from 29 March 2020 indicates that an airplane carrying medical supplies bound 
for Japan caught fire during takeoff from the Ninoy Aquino International Airport in Manila. Eight people were killed 
including an American and a Canadian. According to media sources, Philippines authorities had deemed the plane 
airworthy, but the airport was operating with minimal staff due to the COVID-19 lockdown measures implemented 
by the authorities. Local officials indicated that the plane encountered an unspecified problem resulting in a fire that 
destroyed the aircraft. 

Changes to Terrorism Threat Levels 
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What follows is a list of other ITAC products published between 26 March and 1 April 2020. 

Threat Highlights 

TH 20/51 United Statas: Alleged VBIED plan to attack hospital during COVID-19 Pandemic 
(UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY) 
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is LIKELY 
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COULD OCCUR 
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ITAC assesses that 
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is HIGHLY UNLIKELY. 
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ITAC assesses it 
is UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it is 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of terrorism 
will occur. 

ITAC uses both quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism threat levels. The setting of threat levels is 
determined brAeffi4 factors, cting current intelligence, recent events, as well as the intent, capabilities, and attack 4,.11ty
frequency of terratstigittws. I - itions that the information may be incomplete and, regardless of the threat level applied, 
a violent act of terrorisT114%,,sc t Ckt1.8ttie or no warning. 
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This document is beftya Iritegrptx1 Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with 
information effective as of the cra BliWtion.. This report may only be shared with appropriately indoctrinated recipients in your 
agency/department or within those open agetkies/departments identified as having already received this record. No action can be 
taken on this report, including its ftiftplehaissemination to other Government of Canada organizations, reclassification or sanitization, 
either in whole or in part, without the p W/consent of ITAC. 

Any feedback should be directed via email to: , 

This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory exemption under the Access to Information Act or the Privacy Act. The 
information or intelligence may also be protected by the provisions of the Canada Evidence Act. The information or intelligence must not be 
disclosed or used as evidence without prior consultation with ITAC. 

11 Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets 

Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets 
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THREATS TO 
TRANSPORTATION 

transportation 
networks, such as rail, marine and air, continue 
to be desirable targets for extremist groups. 

ITAC has reassessed the threat to rail networks 
in Canada (see TA 20/23-A). 

AVIATION 

Extremist propaganda continues to convey RAIL 

the intent to strike transportation modes, and a 
number of acts of sabotage against domestic rail 
infrastructure have occurred. MARITIME 
ITAC last assessed the terrorism threat to 
civil aviation in Canada in March 2019 (refer 
to TA 19/22-B), while the threat to maritime 
transportation systems (MTS) (refer to TA 18/120) 
was reassessed in 2018. 
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-There is no information to indicate the intent by CETs 
abroad, returnees or prevented travellers to target 
Canada. Currently there are approximately 190 CETs with a 
nexus to Canada who are abroad, including in Syria, Iraq, 
Turkey, Afghanistan, Pakistan and North and East Africa, 
and 60 CETs who have returned to Canada. These numbers 
have been stable over the last four years. These individuals 
travelled to support and facilitate terrorist-related activities. 

Uniformed 
Personnel 

CANADIAN 
EXTREMIST 
TRAVELLERS 

Currently, a number of CETs are in detention in Syria. Some 
of these CETs are expressing a desire to return to Canada 
and requested assistance in leaving the conflict zone. 

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

ITAC assesses the terrorism threat in Canada to be MEDIUM: 
Extremist groups and individuals in Canada and abroad have both 
the intent AND the capability to carry out an act of terrorism in this 
country. ITAC assesses an attack could occur. 

ITAC assesses the terrorism threat to uniformed personnel in Canada 
to be MEDIUM: An attack targeting uniformed personnel in Canada 
could occur. 

ITAC ASSESSMENT 
A terrorist attack in Canada could occur 

The greatest terrorism threat to Canada remains domestic 
extremists who have been inspired or incited online by 
ideologies promoted by groups such as DAESH, al-Qaida 
(AQ) or the ideologically motivated violent extremist (IMV) 
milieu. 

Extremists in Canada maintain the>intent and possess 
some limited capability to conduct an act of terrorism in 
Canada. 

The transfer of knowledge betWeen extremists continues; 
social media networks remain key to the transfer of 
knowledge among extremists-and, in Canada; extremists 
continue to actively padicipekte in online forume, seeking 
to enhance their capabilities. 

Some higher-threatLCETetiensOss battlefield experience 
and maintain netWdrktdf ,like-minded extremists, and 
could pose a seciitity,lhreatito Canida.z:Canada-based 
extremists who ve been prevented from travelling 
also pose a heightenedi threat to t e national security of 
Canada, given the, s:Vlity thq) toutd redirect efforts 
towards dom ic acesrplanni . 

Referencesin- da'and unifitirn4peonnel continue 
to be preset 'mist tfropeganda. This has not 
resulted it atit cti• more,Irctr planning in Canada. 
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IMV actors continue to express intent to carry out violent acts in tyre name of their extremist 
views. On 16 January 20, United States (US) authorities arrested Patrik Mathews who, 
after illegally crossi ,the U in August gol9 discussed attacking a gun rights rally 
in Richmond, Virgin An t Jrgn of triggeting a race war (refer to TH 20/14, TH 20/23, 
and TH 20/25). C IMV extremists under investigation include at least one 
member of the iaKrhiI who encouraged fOow extremists to join the military to 
learn "the met y ee6tD destroy them' :::, -4,

.7F, 
..X Co

1  CP 'I
USE OF PROPAG
AND RECRUITMENT 
MATERIAL 
The threat of IMV extremism 
endures, QI) part due to the 
proliferation of extremist 
propaganda and recruitment 
material. Primarily shared via 
social media, recent propaganda 
and recruitment videos posted online feature a wide range of activities, including military-
style weapons training and flag burnings. Some videos depict and promote 'hate camps', 
while others, including one by The Base, appear to threaten potential targets such as 
Canadian journalists who focus on extremism. (see TH 19/137 and TH 20/11). Certain 
IMV extremist networks have criticized "keyboard warriorism" and have encouraged 
individuals to engage in violent activities.

ITAC ASSESSMENT 

EXTREMISTS, 
USE OF COVID-49/75t1S Ki j 0 o' 
WEAPON OR RE-1'121N'Ib 

PP, 
According to SITE !Mitigate, 0;19 February 2020, eat-right 
Telegram channel situp to aggregate content regarding the spread 
of the coronavirus COVID-19. published a list of "ac ationism 
goals" including the deliberate transmission of VID-19 to 
minority group's. Separate MEMRI reporting from' arch 2020 
notes that a -1 ihadist magazine included an a 'from a group 
of Islamic clerics based in Syria descr g C ID-19 as "one 
of Allah's soldiers" aqd "divine vengeattcellgainst criminals. 
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PESHDARY 

Abdulahi 
HASAN SHARIF 
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TERRORISM RELATED OR 
OTHER LEGAL PROCEEDINGS 

Charged with first-degree murder, including terrorist activity, for allegedly 
killing a pedestrian in Scarborough, ON, on the evening of 21 February 
2020. 

Charged with terrorism-related offences pursuant to the Criminal Code. 
After being released on bail, he was arrested on 21 April 2019 after an 
alleged breach of his bail conditions, and has remained in custody since. 
The youth is expected to enter a guilty plea on 7 April 2020. 

Initially arrested in Montreal, QC, in January 2015 while boarding a plane 
with intentions to fly overseas and join DAESH. He was recently released 
from prison to a halfway house (with restrictions) under a statutory-
release law. His co-conspirator (and twin brother) Ashton Larmond was 
sentenced to 17 years and remains in prison. 

Charged with participating in the activity of a tenuity group and leaving 
Canada to participate in the activity of a terrorist oup. He was denied 
bail on 12 December 2019, and will remain in oust* until trial. 

Charged in the US with transporting a firearm and ammunition with intent 
to commit a felony and of being an alien in possession of a firearmilid 
ammunition. He allegedly videotaped himself advocating killing people, 
poisoning water supplies and derailing trains. Mathews haF been denied 
bail. 

Charged with first-degree murder and 16 counts of attempted murder in 
connection with the 23 April 2018 Toronto van attack. His trial is scheduled 
to commence on 6 April 2020. Minassian is not facing terrorism charges. 

Charged with participating in the activity of a terrorist group, facilitating an 
activity for a terrorist group. and two counts of conspiring to participate or 
contribute to an activity of a terrorist group; his trial is ongoing. 

Convicted on 25 October 2019 of all 11 charges, including five counts of 
attempted murder in relation to two vehicle attacks in Edmonton which 
occurred on 20 September 2017. Sharif was not facing terrorism charges. 
Hasan Sharif was sentenced to 28 years in prison-6n 13 December 2019. 
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REALIZED ATTACKS /77

Since the last NTTL, a hammer attach that killed CO
a woman in Scarborough on 21 February 2020: 0 

was identified as bjeing terrorism-related , "77 
A note was found °RHIN woman's body stating 

that the attack was committed for terrorist
reasons and and the alleged attacker surrendererh 

to authorities a short time after the attack, • 
claiming to be in possession of an 
explosOckdevice (so TH 20/ A). 
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DEFINITIONS 
.04i. established *rats:2d lowered .4rerrtatns 

LANGUAGE 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY LIKELY and ' 
COULD OCCUR 
IMMINENTLY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is LIKELY. 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR. 

LOW 

VERY LOW 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 

ITAC assesses it 

is POSSIBLE ,act 
that aKifol 

:.act of terrorism 50 
BUT UNLIKELY. 

-Li "Pi' ITAC assesses it is 
ITAC assesses th 
a violent act of teitorisily 

HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 

is HIGHLY UNLLISELO s.p-. a violent act of terrorism 
ao.. wit occur. 

ITAC uses both quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorisnL rr evels. The setting ',fedi re ls77? , is 
determined by several factors including current intelligence, recent evgrhtsfas well as the intent, pabilities, and 
attack frequency of terrorist groups. ITAC cautions that the information may te/ljtcomplete and, rega ens of the threat 
level applied, a violent act of terrorism may occur with little or no warning. 

HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS This document is the property of the Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). 
Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with information effective as of the date of publication. It is provided 
to your agency/department in confidence and may be further disseminated by your agency/department to those with the 
need to know. It must not be reused in any way, in whole or in part, without the consent of the originator. 
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TERRORIST GROUP CAPABILITIES 
ADVANCED Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets 

MODERATE 111110 Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets
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Any feedback should be directed via email to ITAC at i7 , 
This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory ken-intim under the Access to Information Act o, 
the Privacy Act. The information or intelligence may also be protected byrtt;e provisions of the Canada Evidence Act. The 
information or intelligence must not be disclosed or used as evidence Without prior consultation with' ITAC. 
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United States: Alleged VBIED plan to attack l
COVID-19 pandemic 
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According to media reporting, on 24 March 2020, authorities attempted to arrest Timothy Wilson in Missouri in 
connection to a long-running domestic terrorism investigation. According to law enforcement officials, Wilson was a 
potentially violent extremist, motivated by religious, racial and anti-government beliefs. Wilson had been under 
investigation since September 2019 when he considered attacking multiple targets; including a school with a large 
number of black students, as well as a mosque and a synagogue. Media reporting indicates that Wilson decided to 
accelerate his plan, and felt "compelled" to act following a COVID-19 stay-at-home order was issued for residents. 
Open source reporting indicates he chose a Kansas City-area hospital providing critical care during the current 
COVID-19 pandemic in an attempt to "cause severe harm and mass causalities". Wilson planned to use a vehicle-
borne improvised explosive device.(VBIED) and had taken the necessary steps to acquire materials needed to 
build the device. Authorities indicateifthat they -were prepared to arrest Wilson when he tried to pick up what he 
thought was the VBIED, but "there was no-aptuai bomb", During the incident, Wilson, who was armed, was injured 
and transported to a hospital where he late'Oied. 

ij.M * ; ;
Ideologically motivateltircittaION tremisrn 

• r),
According to SITE IntelligenceTIM\P§rNp64i4individualSnavebeen using encrypted platforms such as Telegram 
and Gab, along with mainstream platfottns' like 4Facebook and TWitter, to promote conspiracy theories, 
disinformation and calls for attacks in the wake df the,COVID-19 pandemic. 

Noting the contagious nature of COVID-19, IMV extremists are devising ways to use the virus as a biological 
weapon, often targeting the Jewish and Muslim communities. For exampie; a post from 22 March 2020 encouraged 
others to "cough on your local synagogues door handle". Another post echoed this and demanded that anyone 
diagnosed with the virus "travel to more ethnic parts of your town; including, mosques and synagogues". 

SITE Intelligence further notes that IMV extremists are proposing an array of conspiracy theories, mainly focusing 
on anti-Semitism or xenophobia against people from China, pondering the role of the Chinese government or the 
"Jewish global elite" in the pandemic. 

Further, extremists have taken the current global instability as an opportunity to spread false information and "fully 
embrace accelerationism". These extremists have encouraged other like-minded individuals to "prioritize the panic" 
through fabricated stories of fights over limited resources to creating fake World Health Organization infographics. 

ASSESWAENT 

C 

ASSESSMENT NOTE :This report is based on media, open pn reporting. 

DEFINITIONS and HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS are located at the last page. Canada 
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THREATLEVEL 

CRITICAL 

HIGH 

MEDIUM 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY LIKELY on 
COULD OCCUR IMMINENTLY.

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
IS L!"/.tiLyr 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR 

LOW 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY. 

VERY LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY UNLIKELY. 

ETA 
HIGH 

will 
a vio 

ITAC as9901*: 
LIKELY 044'0-violent 
act of ter** 
occur. 

ITAC assesses it 
is POSSIBLE that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it 
is UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it is 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of terrorism 
will occur. 

!MC uses both quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism threat levels. The setting of threat levels is 

determined by several factors including current i.ntelligence, recent events, as well as the intent, capabilities. and attack 
frequency cf terrorist groups. IMO cautions that the information may be incomplete and. regardless of the threat level applied, 
a violent act p,  may occur with little or no warning. 
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TERRORI r GROUP CAPABILITIES 
ADVANCED Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets 

MODERATE   Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets 
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HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS 

This document is the property of the Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC, it is derived 
from various sources with information effective as of the date of publication. It is provided to your agency/department in 
confidence and may be further disseminated by your agency/department to those with the need to know. It must not be 
reused in any way, in whole or in part, without the consent of the originator. 

Any feedback should be directed via email to ITAC at 

This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory exemption under the Access to Information Act 
or the Privacy Act. The information or intelligence may also be protected by the provisions of the Canada Evidence Act. 
The information or intelligence must not be disclosed or used as evidence without prior consultation with ITAC. 
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IN THIS ISSUE: 

• Statistics: Canada is nowhere near flattening the curve right now; but we appear to 
be in slightly better shape the than the US (so far). 

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

• Metrics: The US example — how and why predictions of infection rates and 
mortality rates vary so wildly. 

• End note: In 2005, IAB drafted a global pandemic scenario as part of the IAB 
study, The World Towards 2015. The scenario eerily mirrors what is happening now. 

CANADA-SPECIFIC: 

Flattening-the-curve update: 

Global (as of 2020 03 27 0800h): 
Total confirmed cases - 549,381 
Total deaths - 24,872 
Canada: 
Total confirmed cases - 4043 
Total deaths — 39 

- Canada's COVID-19 trajectory continues rapidly upward, although apparently not quite at the same 
rate as that experienced in the US and some other countries (for now). 
- Most experts agree that the number of positive cases is vastly higher than those officially 
docu rne*cl,
- Daily deatilS)*evs but they are nowhere near the numbers (proportionate to population) as 
seen in Italy,-Spt 40 et*ehe US — at least not yet 

,c;?6,Pre4 .--larilyYpaRtM .ye an be found in the graphs documenting newly infected vs. newly 
,&--f,,cei esolved' Ili , deaths); this is critical to near-term healthcare system 

o ld AO Imos oq t le horizon 
- Howe et h Ofis the in Si.t*ths to peak for at least another 3-4 weeks at minimum 
See separate9/4 4n abov --figues)'i 
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METRICS: 

• Infectious Disease Exp t4Ron't Know How Bad The Coronavirus Is Going To Get, Either 
(https://fivethirtyeight.com/fMtc 44ectious disease experts dont know how bad the 
coronavirus-is-going-to-get-eihr 6103,6t0, 2020) 

ONA, 

7lPage 
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One of the most pernicious parts of the COVID-19 crisis is how uncertain everything is.„Researchers 
and officials cite statistical models that estimate infection rates, .death counts and when things will go 
back to normal, but those estimates are changing rapidly. And as the forecasts boUnpe,around, so do 
the rest of us living through the crisis. How can one feel settled when the future feels, so Volatile? 

The top-line numbers are sobering. The most recent survey, taken on March 16 and 17, found that, as 
a group, the experts think that as of March 15, only 12 percent of infections in the U.S. had beffi 
reported by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. They think there's a 73 percent chance of 
a second wave of hospitalizations this fall. And they expect approximately 200,000 deaths in the U.S. 
by the end of the year. 

Here's what the researchers collectively had to say in the March 16-17 survey. 
How many total COVID-19 cases in the U.S. wil l the CDC report on March 29? 

Experts think we'll soon have tens of thousands more cases 
Experts' estimates of the totalOrtitier of U.S. COVID-19 cases that the 
CDC will have repoirted by SundaiCWitlir 0  uN

0'  '4:-fr ' 70 Ai_ i:i/k DF,e::? ).. 
Lovi-o-id ,. -7t,ti 1-Vit &• P 0 19 444 C),  Al .

estimate esti/ - P eV/ T4*"/ ...1 ,,$) /:?7.. 
NO Ai l/ 47- 4C)-/ON /vi, 

i I 40/ '1}(,s4C/ 44 grt,s 4C7-, "d/O.r,

•, ra VA 1-0/ c, 
"s-"k.' /V.- ,LiitY '0 18 p  44

'1A/F 1.'18n OA?, -4/4/
• 

" ?./0 4kS' 

lb, 
• 
• 

• 

• 

P'•  901, 
'/S/ '90 C-- 
'IC  0 s8 C.&.• P 7-- D o

Ss. * 4/0
Pi% " iti' li 0 //v Pi /  /..? 7. 

7'/ON/S. 4 PO/i, C)-4c/,'1&-• .(:)-- ,  1/. i,, kii 46} 4-0v. too .00 00/xict'l, * /d 4n 0 400 ,NO 500 , 000 
/Sup°

‘ 44r='-r,:.s are fropii -4‘ r 'Iucted March 1(

xl 4 t..!-.ut4ivERs!Tv JrlAss,--

At the time the survey was in the fiel %5Q0 cases had been reported. But the experts 
estimated that by Sunday, March 29 — a Ii . nder two weeks after they took the survey — the 
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r,* 

country would have seen anywhere from 10,000 to 75,000-cases. (The current count is 15,219.) The 
experts' confidence in those estimates, however, varied greatly -̀`S 44, 

r7 43:1 40/ 
4-7 I 1/49 'T 

ON lq 
PO SO 114 

N 
4/ 

1 48

How many people will die in the U.S. due to COVID-19 this year? 

Estimated death tolls cover a huge range 
Experts' estimates of number of COVID-19 deaths in the U.S. in 2020 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 
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Each bar is one expert's 

The smallest estimated 
I value is 4,000, with a 
1 range of 2,000-9,000 
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ber o PI deaths in the U.S. in 2020 ranged from 4,000 al l the 
0 4,11t highlig fs how much we still don't know about this disease. 

,.._‘ /14 , /St], 
ri l(The expert consensus is t:Wrizp igi), Y200,000 deaths in the U.S. from COVID-19 this year, but the 

uncertainty around that numbe i4146 • There's an 80 percent chance the final number wil l be 
between 19,000 and 1.2 mil l ion, acc it s estimates. 
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Probability that each number will be the total number of C 11144i„ /Su, 
deaths in the U.S. in 2020, according to experts' estimates Sp ' 7 4,,q 
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Experts think there's a 56 percent 
chance of having fewer than 250,000 
deaths in the U.S. in 2020 
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END NOTE 

''.6)01,,, 4/..) 
At the requeStipi ector Judd, IAB strategic analysts drafted a comprehensive study, The World 
Towards 20 OP sessment (September 2005). The study looked at geopolitics, 

P onor4.,§, reso fom gsnkrap_hy, and the global threat environment, with a separate section on 
art*1 . A- lzri mpaaf MA& facttil  Canadian security and prosperity. In the section on 

Cf? k; • • getip,5A4), vsourceY( IAB d614 a scenario related to a major concern at the time — the 
H 1 N tiq rf 60 iiie liRtu ' /04/.0 No

0/ si i 4./ ,Os 4 -107-, /0,./ 

"A worldwicrei4Ap9it 1:1441 is not an unlikely scenario. This virus, which has become 
more pathogenic frigike iltiett kqeying several days longer) makes its way from South 
Asia to other parts of As1/041 p€* 1 the Americas by air plane, bus, animal cargo, etc. 

) 

Health officials around the word Pakt repared for such an occurrence, but they are 
unable to contain the virus as it spre etwkIly through host animal and human 
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populations. The avian flu arrives in Canada within a few days of the registered outbreak. 
In Canada and in other countries with developed health care systems, the avian outbreak 
quickly overwhelms hospital wards and threatens mass casualties:arnong,flupatients as 
well as those admitted for other reasons. Public anxiety reaches a panic level, as it 
becomes known that a vaccine developed for the strain is working in less thah,half the, 
cases. The pandemic eventually subsides, but not before having killed more than- W ,000. in 
Canada and over 8 mil l ion worldwide, causing tremendous economic disruption and 
delivering a devastating blow to the airline industry." (p.84) 
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WTR 20/12-E // 2020-03-26 SECRET// 

CANADA-
RELATED 

NTR 

Week: 2020 03 19 to 2020 03 25 

AMERICAS - EUROPE MIDDLE EAST 

GERMANY: German police raid neo-Nazi Reichsbiirger movement nationwide 5. 

2. GERMANY: German branch of Atomwaffen Division announces it will remain 
active 

3. FRANCE: 
4. EUROPE: DAESH propaganda to exploit COVID-19 pandemic 

AFRICA 

7. MOZAMBIQUE: DAESH affiliate seizes key town in Cabo Delgado in efforts to expand 
territory 

8. 
9. CHAD: Nearly 100 Chadian soldiers killed in an ambush in the Lake Chad area 

All information and intelligence contained in the WTR is presented in the language in which 
it was originally transmitted to ITAC. All ITAC comments and analyses contained herein 
are available in both official languages. 

EURASIA - PACIFIC 

10. AUSTRALIA: Update: Two additional 
arrests in connection with alleged terrorist 
attack plan 

11. NEW ZEALAND: Christchurch attacker 
pleads guilty 

12. INDONESIA: Wijayanto trial commences 

Veuillez noter que les informations et les renseignements figurant dans le present Examen hebdomadaire de la menace ne sont presentes que dans la 
langue dans laquelle its ont ete transmis au CIET. Par contre, les remarques et les analyses du CIET sont presentees dans les deux langues officielles. 
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Canada-related 

NTR 

Americas - Europe 

1. GERMANY: German police raid neo-Nazi ReichsbUrger movement nationwide 
Source: Media 

Summary: According to media reporting of 19 March 
2020, German authorities conducted raids nationwide 
against recently banned factions of Reichsburger 
(Citizens of the Reich), a far-right movement. 
Operations against the "United German Peoples and 
Tribes" and "Osnabrucker Landmark" factions included 
simultaneous raids against 21 properties in 10 states; 
an unidentified number of group members were also 
arrested. According to German authorities, the raids 
uncovered guns, baseball bats, propaganda materials 
and small amounts of narcotics. 

Reichsburger 

The Reichsburger movement rejects the modern 
state, arguing that Germany is not a country but 
a company. They refuse to recognize German 

laws, evade taxes and fines and have their own 
currency. In October 2017, a Reichsburger 

member was sentenced to life imprisonment in 
Bavaria for killing a police officer during a raid on 
his home in 2016. The Reichsburger movement is 
estimated to have 19,000 members in Germany. 

2. GERMANY: German branch of Atomwaffen Division announces it will remain active 
Source: SITE Intelligence 

Summary: According to SITE Intelligence of 17 March 2020, on 15 March 2020 an alleged member of Atomwaffen 
Division's German cell (aka AWD Deutschland) published an audiR, message to Vorherrschaft Division (VD), 
a Telegram group chat for members and affiliates of the United Statg(US)-based neo-Nazi organization. The 
audio message indicated that despite the dissolution of the founding AWD branch in the US (see WTR 20/11), the 
German branch "remain[s] practically untouched" and will continue operations. 

According to SITE Intelligence of 19 March 2020, AWD Deutschland created a new Telegram channel to serve as 
the group's official media content dissemination and recruitment tool. The channel's biography read, "America has 
fallen. We, however, stay steadfast. Follow the Atomwaffen Division!" and included an encrypted email for 
recruitment contact. 

/1 
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4. EUROPE: DAESH propaganda to exploit COVID-19 pandemic 

According to SITE Intelligence, on 19 Mar 020, DAESH published a statement praising the outbreak of 
COVID-19 as divine punishment to the West, heralding more disaster and chaos to come. DAESH called on 
"soldiers of the Caliphate for new strikes..., sirhillir to those of Parb. [sic], London and Brussels". 

Middle East 
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Africa 

7. MOZAMBIQUE: DAESH affiliate seizes key town in Cabo Delgado in efforts to expand territory 

Source: Media 

Summary: According to media reporting, in late March 2020 DAESH-affiliated insurgents staged an overnight 
attack and seized the town of Mocimboa de Praia, taking a military base and raising their flag. The town is located 
in northern Mozambique, close to a natural gas project operated by foreign companies. The army and police have 
since launched a counter-offensive. 

4.) 
4 

x'i Cc 
/GA/ L 

4 / 7-S "I OA
'11E0 al

3103(18/09) 



WTR 20/12-E SECRET//' 

8. MALI: 
Source: Media: SITE Intelligence 

Summary: According to media reporting of late March 2020, Malian officials announced that 29 Malian soldiers 
were killed and five were wounded in a 19 March 2020 attack against a military base in the town of Tarkint in the 
Gao region of northern Mali. According to SITE intelligence reporting from late March 2020, JNIM claimed the 
attack and reiterated its demand for "occupation forces" 

According to SITE intelligence of late March 2020, JNIM claimed another attack against a MINUSMA 
vehicle in the Mopti region on 23 March 2020. 

9. CHAD: Nearly 100 Chadian soldiers killed in an ambush in the Lake Chad area 
Source: Media 

Summary: According to media reporting from late March 2020, at least 98 Chadian soldiers were killed and 
dozens more wounded during an ambush on 23 March 2020 in the island village of Boma in western Chad. Chad's 
President stated on 24 March that the death toll was the largest ever in the history of the country. The assailants 
burnt at least 24 military vehicles and stole weapons, before departing the attack zone. According to 
uncorroborated media reporting, the attack was conducted by DAESH-West Africa fighters. 

Eurasia - Pacific 

10. AUSTRALIA: Update: Two additional arrests in connection with alleged terrorist attack plan 
Source: Media 

Summary: According to media reporting, on 20 March 2020, 23-year-old Benjamin Lucas is facing terrorism and 
weapons-related charges. Benjamin Lucas allegedly planned to attack an electrical substation on the south coast 
of Australia, with his younger brother, 21-year-old Joshua Lucas, who was charged on 14 March 2020 (see WTR 
20/11). Authorities discovered hunting knives, survival equipment, ideologically motivated violent (IMV) extremist 
material and a replica firearm after searching Benjamin's car and residence. According to the same reporting, 
Benjamin admitted to having bomb-making experience and gaining access to materials to make "a crude bomb." 
On 21 March 2020, art riamed 19-year-old man from Falls Creek, New South Wales, Australia was arrested for 
possession of an unauthorized firearm, in connection with the same plot. 
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11. NEW ZEALAND: Christchurch attacker pleads guilty 
Source: media 

Summary: According to media reporting from 26 March 2020, Brenton Tarrant has pleaded to 51 charges of 

murder, 40 charges of attempted murder, and one terrorism charge fo i.his role in the March 2019 Christchurch 
mosque attacks. Tarrant was remanded into custody until 1 May 2020 vken a sentencing date on the 92 charges 
will be set. Tarrant had previously denied the charges and was due to go on trial in June 2020. 

12. INDONESIA: Wijayanto trial commences 
Source: Media 

Summary: On 18 March 2020, media reporting indicated that the trail of Para Wijayanto, the leader of Jemaah 
Islamiyah (JI), had been adjourned until 1 April 2020. Wijayanto is on trial for his involvement in the 2002 Bali 
bombings that killed over 200 people. 

Changes talerrorism Threat Levels 

NTR 
Or-, 

What follows is a list of other1TAC products published between 19 and 25 March 2020. 

Threat Highlights 

TH 20/49 

Threat Assessments 
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ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY LIKELY rri 
COULD OCCUR IMMINENTLY. 

ITAC as,se tS'es, 
a via-Oil act of terrorism 
is LIKEL: 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR 

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY.

ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY UNLIKELY. 

ITAG 

:a

ITAC 
LIKEL 
act:cf, , 

ITAC assesses it 
is POSSIBLE that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it 
is UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it is 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of terrorism 
will occur. 

ITAC uses bot?0, uantitative and qualitative analysis in applying terrorism threat levels. The setting of threat levels is 
determined br i factors, ?eluding current intelligence, recent events, as well as the intent, capabilities. and attack 
frequency of terror s I tions that the information may be incomplete and, regardless of the threat level applied, 
a violent act of terroris tie or 110 warning, 

ADVANCED 

MODERATE  

GENERAL • 

/A/ 0 
Oh. 
HANDLING INSTRUCTIONS 

O 

Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets 

Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets 

Capable of simple attacks 

/ 0 
This document is the property of the Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with 
information effective as of the date of publication. This report may only be shared with appropriately indoctrinated recipients in your 
agency/department or within those Canadian agencies/departments identified as having already received this record. No action can be 
taken on this report, including its further dissemination to other Government of Canada organizations, reclassification or sanitization, 
either in whole or in part, without the prior consent of ITAC. 

Any feedback should be directed via email to: 

This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory exemption under the Access to Information Act or the Privacy Act. The 
information or intelligence may also be protected by the provisions of the Canada Evidence Act. The information or intelligence must not be 
disclosed or used as evidence without prior consultation with ITAC. 
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This document is for the information of the Deputy Ministers' Operations Committee members, Clerk of the Privy Council, Deputy Clerk of the 

Privy Council, Deputy Minister of Canadian Heritage, Deputy Minister of Health Canada, and Deputy Minister of the Public Health Agency of 

Canada. The information and intelligence contained herein must not be disclosed, used as part of an investigation or used as evidence without prior 

consultation with the Canadian Security Intelligence Service. 

Le present document est transmis a titre indicatif aux membres du Comite des sous-ministres charges de la coordination des operations, Greffier du 

Conseil prive, Sous-greffiere du Conseil prive, Sous-ministre de Sante, Canada, Sous-ministre du Patrimoine Canadien, Sous-ministre de 1'Agence 

de la sante publique du Canada. Les informations et renseignements qu'il contient ne doivent etre ni communiques ni utilises dans le cadre d'une 

enquete ou comme element de preuve sans consultation prealable du Service canadien du renseignement de socurita. 

Key Assessments 

P, 
• 

• 

• Individuals online promoting extreme 
neo-Nazi, White supremacist and anti-

p tgovernment/law enforcement ideas view 
`TO I "F),ti3O 

8'
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COVID-19 as both a threat to their way of life and an opportunity to create aridapjtalize on 
conspiracy theories and hateful propagand4. Promotion of concepts such as prepping and 
accelerationism regularly include references to the need for violence in order to bring about 
the collapse of society. 

IMV extremists, however, have long posted volumes of online conspiracy-laden, racist, bigoted, 
and misogynist content and propaganda targeting Jews, minority groups, the government, 
liberals, etc. while aspiring to a future which would fulfil their personalized, grievance-driven 
worldview. Situations of crisis (perceived or real) in society only serve to increase the volume of 
such material online. Acc to Eric Ward, executive director of the Western States Center 
"We are seeing a huge uptick" iirt9kuch rhetoric "A lot of it is happening on YouTube platforms 
and videos and others, at a e Gucci of the country is sheltering in place or practicing 
social distancing. froAticallptit will 6 give these individuals much more access [to an 
audience] than they would norm k.„y)la e. 59 

t 1;4)z,

C 

The End of the World as We Know it - Apocalyptic Na 

Apocalyptic narratives — whether of societal collapse, biblical ra 1iure, or race war — are the 
primary manner by which neo-Nazis, White supremacists and ethno-nationalists draw in new 
followers and resources. The COVID-19 pandemic provides the opportunity for many within 
these milieus to espouse their worldviews, promote extreme actions (including violence), and, in 
some cases, exploit them for financial gain such as selling bogus cures or preventative 
"medicines." 

Accelerationism is the belief that Western governments are irreparably corrupt and that 
multiculturab3 ' and democracy will fail. As a result, there will eventually be an outbreak of 
violence acrTe eau* and racial lines - often referred to as "the coming race war" (a concept 
outlinedLin tl-  book fikaffner Diaries). Accelerationists often encourage violence to escalate 
the pace of soattgilkila*?/A erationists reject any effort to seize political power through 
elections, dismissing  attempts t iettgage in mass politics as pointless. 

Intelligence Assessment Branch 2 r  6 
Direction de revaluation du renseignement 
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O 

As with accelerationists, "Preppers" also believe in the 
imminent collapse of society (See text box at right) and 
COVID-19 is justification that their beliefs are well-founded. 
Preppers often hold a range of extreme anti-government, 
racially motivated views and promote a range of hateful 
commentary online. More recent mainstream media coverage 
of this milieu has added credibility but overlooks some of 
their more extreme views. 

fin 

Conspiracy Theories 

IMV extremists and others are using the COVID-19 
pandemic as an opportunity to promote diginftion and 
alternative narratives regarding both the cause of the 
pandemic and potential societal outcomes. Blame for the 
pandemic focuses primarily on Jews, China (see image at 
right recently located in Port Credit, Ontario), immigrants, 
the government and societal elites. A key theme in the 
United States, and to a lesser degree Canada, is the 
perception that the government will use the pandemic as an 
opportunity to enact the Emergency Measures Act (in 
Canada), or martial law in the United States (including the 
call-up of the national guard) as a precursor to reducing, if 

-/Tgf.

not •tt117. at' citizens gun rights (See image at right of a 
recent 

jj „ 

Ft/ O $077 I/49$,
u 0  

44 

O 

S 

qC 

What is Prepping? 

SECRET//CEO 

Prepping is the process of 
preparing oneself to survive 
without a complex infrastructure, 
as seen in modern society. The 
term "prepping" often refers to 
the act of preparing oneself for 
life during and after an 
apocalyptic event (often referred 
to as living off the land). 

COVID-19 COMES 
ROM CHINA 

multi-culturalism 
KILLS 

All III Sr, Justin Trudeau lust announced that he and his cabinet will he 

looking to invoke the EMERGENCY MEASURES ACT!!! That means 
Marshall Law!!! Get ready, The war is about to begin!!! Give me a roil call! 

3103(18/09) 
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promoted in the online IMV extremist space include: 

• COVID-19 is a "bioweapon" sent from China0/ ki.44/k/gh e4tOilize the Trump 
administration; Co ~S///, 

• The United Nations (UN) is using COVID-19 to depopulate /earth (part of the 
broader Agenda 21 conspiracy theory that the UN is attempting to subvert national 
sovereignty in order to establish a new world order (international globalization) ); 

• COVID-19 is fake and the current fatalities are caused by radiation poisoning from 
5G wireless technology; 

• QANON (Q Anonymous) assert that COVID-19 is fake and is being used by 
President Trump to covertly prepare for the coming of martial law in the United 
States and the mass arrests of members of the "deep state" and their supporters; 

• COVID-19 is fake and was created by an international consortium of Jews in order to 
enhance their long-term profits. 

The impact of COVID-19- ) acy theories has contributed to at least one Canadian 
death to date. On March 17, ,4 tiV -based activist involved with numerous social 
justice, enviro tal and Indig -immolated before stabbing himself repeatedly. 
According to frie R-the acti4st believk that the COVIDT19 shutdown was an establishment 
conspiracy plot, o tensibly to strqletwadians of their rights and freedoms. 

40/ 

4' 

Comm 

SECRETHCE0', 

'theories 

Other Calls to Action 

Media reporting suggests that "right-wing extremists" are contemplatihg the use of COVID-19 as 
a biological weapon. 
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What About Anarchists? 

SECRET//CEO 

' 1 f r-, rs, ) 

In Germany, however, media reporting indicates that "left-wing" e rem sts are urging 
Germans to use COVID-19 as an excuse to riot, loot, and to attack Germany's, energy supply 
infrastructure. According to one anonymous individual: "Should the situatiofilikoen, we will try 
to make our revolutionary contribution to the outbreaks of anger, protests, looting and riots... 
However, impatient people might feel a strong desire to make an immediate contribution loithe 
shake-up of the production cycle and want to strike a blow that interrupts their energy supply." 

Implications 

CSIS continues to,4404.9tri ki cation. 

4 
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CAVEAT 

SECRET//CEO 

THIS INFORMATION IS SHARED WITH YOUR ORGANIZATION FOR INTELLIGENCE 
PURPOSES ONLY AND MAY NOT BE USED IN LEGAL PROCEEDINGS. THIS DOCUMENT 
MAY NOT BE RECLASSIFIED, DISSEMINATED OR DISCLOSED IN WHOLE OR IN PART 
WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF CSIS. THIS DOCUMENT CONSTITUTES A 
RECORD WHICH MAY BE SUBJECT TO EXEMPTIONS UNDER THE FEDERAL ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION ACT OR PRIVACY ACT OR UNDER APPLICABLE PROVINCIAL OR 
TERRITORIAL LEGISLATION. IF A REQUEST FOR ACCESS UNDER THESE ACTS IS MADE, 
THE RECEIVING AGENCY MUST CONSULT CSIS IN RELATION TO APPLYING THE 
AVAILABLE EXEMPTIONS. FURTHER, CSIS MAY TAKE ALL NECESSARY STEPS UNDER 
SECTION 38 OF THE CANADA EVIDENCE ACT OR OTHER LEGISLATION TO PROTECT 
THIS INFORMATION. IF YOU LEARN THAT THIS INFORMATION HAS OR MAY BE 
DISCLOSED, THAT THESE CAVEATS HAVE NOT BEEN RESPECTED OR IF YOU ARE 
UNABLE TO ABIDE BY THESE CAVEATS, INFORM CSIS IMMEDIATELY. 

MISES EN GARDE 

LES PRESENTES INFORMATIONS SONT COMMUNIQUEES UNIQUEMENT A DES FINS DE 
RENSEIGNEMENT ET NE PEUVENT HIRE U TILISEES DANS LE CADRE D'INSTANCES 
JUDICIAIRES. IL NE FAUT PAS MODIFIER LA COTE DU PRESENT DOCUMENT NI LE 
COMMUNIQUER, EN TOUT OU EN PARTIE, SANS LE CONSENTEMENT ECRIT DU 
SERVICE CANADIEN DU RENSEIGNEMENT DE SECURITE (SCRS). IL PEUT FAIRE 
L'OBJET D'UNE EXCEPTION PREVUE PAR LA LOI SUR L'ACCES A L'INFORMATION, LA 
LOI SUR LA PROTECTION DES RENSEIGNEMENTS PERSONNELS OU TOUTE LOI 
PROVINCIALE OU TERRITORIALE APPLICABLE. SI VOUS RECEVEZ UNE DEMANDE 
D'ACCES PRESENTEE SOUS LE REGIME DE CES LOIS, VEUILLEZ CONSULTER LE SCRS 
RELATIVEMENT A L'APPLICATION DES EXCEPTIONS PREVUES. EN OUTRE, LE SCRS 
PRENDRA TOUTES LES MESURES NECESSAIRES PRESCRITES PAR L'ARTICLE 38 DE LA 
LOI SUR LA PREUVE AU CANADA OU PAR TOUTE AUTRE MESURE LEGISLATIVE POUR 
PROTEGER LES PRESENTES INFORMATIONS. SI VOUS APPRENEZ QUE CES 
INFORMATIONS ONT ETE OU POURRAIENT ETRE COMMUNIQUEES OU QUE LES 
PRESENTES MISES EN GARDE N'ONT PAS ETE RESPECTEES, OU SI VOUS NE POUVEZ 
PAS VOUS Y CONFORMER, VEUILLEZ EN INFORMER LE SCRS IMMEDIATEMENT. 

3103(18/09) 

Intelligence Assessment Branch 6 / 6 
Direction de (evaluation du renseignement 



Strategic Briefing - COVID-19 
TS/ CSIS EYES ONLY - 2020 03 25 

Pq01//sioNs 
sopp 7-/../. p 

.-C1 7-6/ . 

^1Ce  o 
19/ 

C 
',1C 7' 

/A/Popki tio,,, , 4 
NO/oq f v 

/lot, 

AoCF

" 
R-1/4.9 , 

PA/0 7- c, 7./0 
/ 
1/6,7-0 0

F4 

i'/C)0 ,c, / 1 i 
1)`3/

/t/SFiG 

FN CV 
SU/ <1 

,1

/1/1W ).-

of su,c? 4,, _ , 
, s 

p&-.0,. '1(-CFS,4 
oivp,-.  

'S°A/Al% Liti)44,417:104/ 

1 
Pa 

g' 

3103(18/09) 



Strategic Briefing - COVID-1 9 
TS/ SIS EYES ONLY - 2020 03 25 

w

4) STATISTICS: 

• World Health Organization (WHO - ;globe,!, as at 2020 03 24 1 7h53 

435,382 confirmed cases 
19,620 confirmed clea'f (4.5t mortality 

• Canada - PHAC — 2020 0324 h 

2,792 confirmed cases 
27 confirmed deaths (0.97% mortality)" 

• US — Center for Disease Control (CDC) — 2020 03 24 16h00 

44,183 confirmed cases 
544 confirmed deaths (1.23% mortality)" 

*" Mortality rates will evolve (likely decline) as more cases are diagnosed 

* 
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This document is for the information of the Deputy Ministers' Operations Committee members. The information and intelligence contained herein 

must not be disclosed, used as part of an investigation or used as evidence without prior consultation with the Canadian Security Intelligence 

Service. 

Le present document est transmis a titre indicatif aux membres du Comite des sous-ministres charges de la coordination des operations. Les 

informations et renseignements qu'il contient ne doivent etre ni communiqués ni utilises dans le cadre d'une enquete ou comme element de preuve 

sans consultation prealable du Service canadien du renseignement de securite. 

Canadian Conspiracy Publication Used to Promote Alternative 
COVID-19 Narrative 

Of/

According to recent media reporting, a C4incse Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) official has 
attempted to justi s pmvioys statemet,s that suggiAted the COVID-19 virus originated in the 
United States by 41 fifornillon from did Global Research (https://www.globalresearch.ca), a 
website managed by anadian academic. This academic is the founder of the Centre for 

Research on Globalization (CRG). 
.14/0 l tn C 

/ 

Chinese Actors Cite Canadian Publication to Support Narrative that COVID-19 Originated in 
the United States 

On March 13, 2020, Zhao Lijian, a spokesperson for China's MFA, sought to substantiate his 
previous statements on Twitter that the US military may have been responsible for bringing the 

CO AD-19 virus to Wuhan, China by tweeting an article from the Centre for Research on 
Glo WIEttion's Global Research website. The article, authored by Research Associate Peter 
Koeniga motes several conspiracy theories suggesting that the virus originated in a US 

P190  l jo ogical vturfarie lab and 'that the pandemic is not real and is actually a cover operation by the 
)0 .11d Ordei.” to implement a logg-planned initiative, called Agenda ID 2020, to use 

IQ 
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generalized vaccination as a platform for population redu9 on ana the cregrdity9 
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In an article reporting Zhao's tweets, a Globe and Mail reporter noted that the NATO Strategic 
Communications Centre of Excellence had advised the media outlet in 2017 thatMobal 
Research was under investigation for promoting the online spread of narratives baCked by the 
Kremlin and the Syrian regime. 

In addition to Zhao's tweets, a Facebook group 
is also amplifying the US-origin narrative. The same Global 

Research article tweeted by Zhao has been posted to the group on numerous occasions since its 
publication, including one post shared by the Canadian administrator. 

C 

C 

3103(18/09) 

Intelligence Assessment Branch 2 / 4 

Direction de revaluation du renseignement 



CNSB 49/19 
MARCH 20, 2020 CRS National Rapport du SCRS 

Security Brief enjeux de securite nation 

13'0 

Alternative COVID-19 Narratives Gaining Traction 

cc A 
also indicates that Chinese officials in Tokyo have been directed to refer toqt/it PA) 
coronavirus." 

TOP SECRRTHCE0 

rting 

4491'41-4 SIn addition to Chinese efforts, media reporting, citing an unknown document produced by t _ 
European Union's External Action Service, suggests that Russian state media and pro-Kremlin 
outlets have engaged in a significant disinformation campaign to advance contradictory, 
confusing and malicious information — including the US-origin narrative — likely with the intent 

to make it harder for EU members to communicate effectively with their populations on their 
public health responses. 

0 
by Global Research is being exp 
create doubt that the COVID-19 
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0 
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the article recently published 
rt of a growing alternative narrative that seeks to 

'e originated in China. ' 
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CAVEAT 

TOP SECRET//CEO 

THIS INFORMATION IS SHARED WITH YOUR ORGANIZATION FOR INTELLIGENCE 
PURPOSES ONLY AND MAY NOT BE USED IN LEGAL PROCEEDINGS. THIS DOCUMENT 
MAY NOT BE RECLASSIFIED, DISSEMINATED OR DISCLOSED IN WHOLE OR IN PART 
WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF CSIS. THIS DOCUMENT CONSTITUTES A 
RECORD WHICH MAY BE SUBJECT TO EXEMPTIONS UNDER THE FEDERAL ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION ACT OR PRIVACY ACT OR UNDER APPLICABLE PROVINCIAL OR 
TERRITORIAL LEGISLATION. IF A REQUEST FOR ACCESS UNDER THESE ACTS IS MADE, 
THE RECEIVING AGENCY MUST CONSULT CSIS IN RELATION TO APPLYING THE 
AVAILABLE EXEMPTIONS. FURTHER, CSIS MAY TAKE ALL NECESSARY STEPS UNDER 
SECTION 38 OF THE CANADA EVIDENCE ACT OR OTHER LEGISLATION TO PROTECT 
THIS INFORMATION. IF YOU LEARN THAT THIS INFORMATION HAS OR MAY BE 
DISCLOSED, THAT THESE CAVEATS HAVE NOT BEEN RESPECTED OR IF YOU ARE 
UNABLE TO ABIDE BY THESE CAVEATS, INFORM CSIS IMMEDIATELY. 

MISES EN GARDE 

LES PRESENTES INFORMATIONS SONT COMMUNIQUEES UNIQUEMENT A DES FINS DE 
RENSEIGNEMENT ET NE PEUVENT ETRE UTILISEES DANS LE CADRE D'INSTANCES 
JUDICIAIRES. IL NE FAUT PAS MODIFIER LA COTE DU PRESENT DOCUMENT NI LE 
COMMUNIQUER, EN TOUT OU EN PARTIE, SANS LE CONSENTEMENT ECRIT DU 
SERVICE CANADIEN DU RENSEIGNEMENT DE SECURITE (SCRS). IL PEUT FAIRE 
L'OBJET D'UNE EXCEPTION PREVUE PAR LA LOI SUR L'ACCES A L'INFORMATION, LA 
LOI SUR LA PROTECTION DES RENSEIGNEMENTS PERSONNELS OU TOUTE LOI 
PROVINCIALE OU TERRITORIALE APPLICABLE. SI VOUS RECEVEZ UNE DEMANDE 
D'ACCES PRESENTEE SOUS LE REGIME DE CES LOIS, VEUILLEZ CONSULTER LE SCRS 
RELATIVEMENT A L'APPLICATION DES EXCEPTIONS PREVUES. EN OUTRE, LE SCRS 
PRENDRA TOUTES LES MESURES NECESSAIRES PRESCRITES PAR L'ARTICLE 38 DE LA 
LOI SUR LA PREUVE AU CANADA OU PAR TOUTE AUTRE MESURE LEGISLATIVE POUR 
PROTEGER LES PRESENTES INFORMATIONS. ST VOUS APPRENEZ QUE CES 
INFORMATIONS ONT ETE OU POURRAIENT ETRE COMMUNIQUEES OU QUE LES 
PRESENTES MISES EN GARDE N'ONT PAS ETE RESPECTEES, OU SI VOUS NE POUVEZ 
PAS VOUS Y CONFORMER, VEUILLEZ EN INFORMER LE SCRS IMMEDIATEMENT. 
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1. UNITED STATES: Atomwaffen Division reportedly disbanding 
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All information and intelligence contained in the WTR is presented in the language in which 
it was originally transmitted to ITAC. All ITAC comments and analyses contained herein 
are available in both official languages. 
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6. AUSTRALIA: Suspected neo-Nazi sympathizer charged 
with planning a terrorist attack 

Veuillez noter que les informations et les renseignements figurant dans le present Examen hebdomadaire de la menace ne sont presentes que dans la 
langue dans laquelle ils ont ete transmis au CIET. Par contre, les remarques et les analyses du CIET sont presentees dans les deux langues 
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WTR 20/11-A SECRETili 

Canada-related 

NTR 

Americas - Europe 

1. UNITED STATES: Atomwaffen Division reportedly disbanding 
Source: Media; open sources 

Summary: According to media reporting from 
16 March 2020, the chief philosophical influence of 
Atomwaffen Division (AWD) released an audio 
recording on 9 March 2020, claiming that the group is 
disbanding. In the message, James Mason stated 
that numerous arrests stemming from law 
enforcement infiltration have severely hindered the 
group's ability to function. The same reporting 
indicates that Mason has been a long-time figure 
within the United States (US) neo-Nazi community, 
acting as an advisor for AWD, has made 
appearances in propaganda videos, and authored 
Siege, an anthology of violent neo-Nazi essays that 
advocates lone-wolf acts of terror and destroying the 

Recent AWD arrests 

According to open source reporting, on 
26 February 2020, five alleged members of AWD 
were arrested in the US. Four members were 
charged in connection with an effort to deliver 
threatening messages to journalists' homes and 
media organizations. The other member was 
charged for their alleged role in "swatting calls". 
(see TH 20/41) 

`System' 

Source: open sources 
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3. EUROPE: DAESH's measures against COVID-19 will decrease smuggling attempts to Europe 
Source: SITE Intelligence 

Summary: According to SITE Intelligence, as of 14 March 2020, DAESH media released statements and a video 

directing its members to avoid entering "the land of the epidemic" and that those "infected not leave from it". The 

statements and video also recommend sanitary and safety measures members should take to avoid contracting 
diseases. 

Middle East 

4. 

Africa 
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Eurasia - Pacific 

6. AUSTRALIA: Suspected neo-Nazi sympathizer charged with planning a terrorist attack 
Source: Media 

Summary: According to media reporting, on 14 March 2020, 21-year-old Joshua Lucas from Sanctuary Point, New 
South Wales, Australia is facing a terrorism charge in connection with his plan to disrupt an electrical substation on 
the south coast of Australia. Lucas allegedly attempted and planned to acquire military equipment including 
firearms and items capable of making improvised explosive devices (IEDs). Authorities seized several electronic 
devices, tactical equipment and paintball guns during a search of Lucas' residence, while four registered firearms 
were seized from the residence which authorities say is the home of an associate of Lucas. The reporting further 
stated that Lucas held neo-Nazi, anti-government and anti-Indigenous beliefs. Authorities began to investigate 
Lucas in February 2020 after becoming aware of several extreme online posts. In a statement, law enforcement 
authorities indicated that the decision to arrest Lucas was made to mitigate any immediate threat to the community 
after his behaviour online was of "significant" concern. Authorities continue to investigate Lucas's "online and real-
world associates". 

es to Terrorism Threat Levels 

NTR 

3103(18/09) 



WTR 20/11-A SECRETHI 

What follows is a list of other ITAC products published between 12 and 18 March 2020. 

Threat Highlights //16;1-)iiV1/4L.7-/04/ ,.)$•&iv C)„,ic

0 /sup, Son. 4,,q
1.1 4 1... °/ Si .

7-s ,(//3) 
'F cSi

P0,9 
44/47-,, , LS 

TH 20/46 

TH 20/46-A 

TH 20/47 

Threat Assessments 

NIL 

Lasers 

NIL 

06- 0$.s 4770A/
Irt A, CT, 4-)/0& 

, /3,

1/1//s:fgfr 

!F,NSpS$.00,944,(1Aziv c, 

cc-ss ?W.,* % 
tioN 40&.s 

&to °$. 
44 

l

'AIL;gCCS%/110114.1117.791 

SU'? 
4/1 

Of 

%6,0A/Af$z41A1Po&A - 
qq/17-10N 

'`P 
V43/01143 

OF 
4 Ce$•ss

r0 Np0 
VIIC), A 1,/s• 

.1114D'A 
"ItION'i 

4410/—ici) pLA 

 I t)s 1/$; 7-0 
Ct,4.0/ 

stiltiSOGA, .4-44 
so,, 

Plits 
RLgC

k)q 
47/vp,,,Lj&/:? "11,90/vA 

/"CI'v S /V„ 

S 

3103(18/09) 



WTR 20/1 1 -A SECRET// 

i'1.1011,310; 
UCP 

C 

F7 - 

LL 
LU 

ALMOST 
CERTAIN 

95% 

HIGHLY 
LIKELY

85% 

LIKELY 

60% 

03 

a. 

THREAT LEVEL 

CRITICAL 

HIGH 

MEDIUM 

.Hirr:•ctai+sh,'N-1,•*aised ilk ,I0wered Solrerna i CIS 

ji -4, '-'14:':  ITAC assesses that.: ' l? 

'-. I/ 00 -0770/v 6 is HIGHLY LIKELY and 
a violent act of telt4g4m 

.-4,1 /  
COI,11.1) Q19,101,tR IMMINENT Y. '/, 

'I I' 
ITAC assesses that 1 

L a violent act of terrorism f . 
is LIKELr'lCr.,.:,.: 

,--/- , , r 
ITAC assesses that 1 4f; ir-
a violent act of terrorism 
COULD OCCUR 

LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is POSSIBLE 
BUT UNLIKELY 

VERY LOW 
ITAC assesses that 
a violent act of terrorism 
is HIGHLY UNLIKELY. 

• 

"Vk 

/1 
ts Po 
a vi. 
terror' 

ITAC assesses it 
is UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of 
terrorism will occur. 

ITAC assesses it is 
HIGHLY UNLIKELY that 
a violent act of terrorism 
will occur. 

&-1/43,9 

jA/poici,44, 
IC 

NO/0)y 

P/it)70770A/os. 

F 
7'O <xi LOSS 

f? 

'7700,0 
4 

LOSSui(;4A 
Q/11,

/14A/7-S 

PNbivA/4 s 

ITAC uses bot quantitative and qualitative analysis in applying 4terronsm threat levels. The setting of threat levels is 
flfactorzkdetermined b r-luding current intelligence, recent events, as well as the intent, capabilities, and attack 

frequency of terror kfOi&i lions that the information may 

tyi 0 0,, , 

be incomplete and, regardless of the threat level applied. 
nt act ot terrorxiiseff'V vr10 'the or no warning.,v  

Pli  / 14 C'),19,4
a vi."' 

11 /0,,v4C7,, 40% 
.39% 

'1C%„4 ,1/4p0,t4ti 04, 

15% 
44% 

HIGHLY 
UNLIKELY 

.4% REIMV 
6 % CHANCji 

TERRORIST GROUP CAPABILITIES 
ADVANCED 

i(jc 
MODERATE 

OF GENERAL 

Capable of sophisticated attacks, including against hard targets 

Capable of high profile attacks against soft targets 

Capable of simple attacks 

/LY* 
qr.% 

/4/P0A 1,174C),
,h .!1),. • "1/1 IV/ C7-

HANDLING INSTRUCT046_ ilAto
/OP 

This document is thlt•nopeVigthe Iriteirptgl Terrorism Assessment Centre (ITAC). Prepared by ITAC, it is derived from various sources with 
information effective as of the date of publication. This report may only be shared with appropriately indoctrinated recipients in your 
agency/department or within those Canadian agencies/departments identified as having already received this record. No action can be 
taken on this report, including its further dissemination to other Government of Canada organizations, reclassification or sanitization, 
either in whole or in part, without the prior consent of ITAC. 

Any feedback should be directed via email to: 

This document constitutes a record which may be subject to mandatory exemption under the Access to Information Act or the Privacy Act. The 
information or intelligence may also be protected by the provisions of the Canada Evidence Act. The information or intelligence must not be 
disclosed or used as evidence without prior consultation with ITAC. 
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1. UNITED STATES: Atomwaffen Division reportedly disbanding 

2. 

3. EUROPE: DAESH's measures against COVID-19 will decrease smuggling 
attempts to Europe 

AFRICA 

61

All information and intelligence contained in the WTR is presented in th tigliage in which 
it was originally transmitted to ITAC. All ITAC comments and analyses contained herein 
are available in both official languages. 

MIDDLE EAST 

EURASIA - PACIFIC 

7. AUSTRALIA: Suspected neo-Nazi sympathizer charged 
with planning a terrorist attack 

Veuillez noter que les informations et les renseignements figurant dans le present Examen hebdomadaire de la menace ne sent presentes que dans la 
langue dans laquelle ils ont ete transmis au CIET. Par contre, les remarques et les analyses du CIET sent presentees dans les deux langues officielles. 
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Canada-related 

NTR 

Americas - Europe 

1. UNITED STATES: Atomwaffen Division reportedly disbanding 
Source: Media; open sources 

Summary: According to media reporting from 
16 March 2020, the chief philosophical influence of 
Atomwaffen Division (AWD) released an audio 
recording on 9 March 2020, claiming that the group is 
disbanding. In the message, James Mason stated 
that numerous arrests stemming from law 
enforcement infiltration have severely hindered the 
group's ability to function. The same reporting 
indicates that Mason has been a long-time figure 
within the United States (US) neo-Nazi community, 
acting as an advisor for 1#VD, has made 
appearances in propaganda videos, and authored 
Siege, an anthology of violent neo-Nazi essays that 
advocates lone-wolf acts of terror and destroying the 

Pibfri

4c,

O 

Recent AWD arrests 

According to open source reporting, on 
26 February 2020, five alleged members of AWD 
were arrested in the US. Four members were 
charged in connection with an effort to deliver 
threatening messages to journalists' homes and 
media organizations. The other member was 
charged for their alleged role in "swatting calls". 
(see TH 20/41) 

`System' 

Source: open sources 
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3. EUROPE: DAESH's measures against COVID-19 will decrease smuggling attempts to Europe 
Source: SITE Intelligence 

Summary: According to SITE Intelligence, as of 14 March 2020, DAESH media released statements and a video 

directing its members to avoid entering "the land of the epidemic" and that those "infected not leave from it". The 

statements and video also recommend sanitary and safety measures members should take to avoid contracting 

diseases. 
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Pacific 

7. AUSTRALIA: Suspected neo-Nmzi sympathizer harged wit4planning a terrorist attack 
Source: Media 

Summary: According to media reporting, on 14 March 2020, 21-year-old Joshua Lucas from Sanctuary Point, New 
South Wales, Australia is facing a terrorism charge in connection with his plan to disrupt an electrical substation on 
the south coast of Australia. Lucas allegedly attempted and planned to acquire military equipment including 
firearms and items capable of making improvised explosive devices (IEDs). Authorities seized several electronic 
devices, tactical equipment and paintball guns during a search of Lucas' residence, while four registered firearms 
were seized from the residence which authorities say is the home of an associate of Lucas. The reporting further 
stated that Lucas held neo-Nazi, anti-government and anti-Indigenous beliefs. Authorities began to investigate 
Lucas in February 2020 after becoming aware of several extreme online posts. In a statement, law enforcement 
authorities indicated that the decision to arrest Lucas was made to mitigate any immediate threat to the community 
after his behaviour online was of "significant" concern. Authorities continue to investigate Lucas's "online and real-

world associates". 
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• Religiously Motivated Violent Extremist propaganda from terrorist movements such as DAESH, Taliban, 
Al Qaeda and al Shabaab has rapidly incorporated discussion of the (OVID-19 pandemic. ISIS encourages 
followers to become martyrs by getting infected with (OVID-19 and going to public places such as nightclubs, 
restaurants, places of worship and shopping areas. 

• A number of Canadian Extremist Travelers (CETs) remain in Syria, many of whom are in detention facilities or IDP 
camps. 
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Regime is focused on a propaganda campaign that 
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The COVID-19 pandemic has generated an unprecedented global health and economic crisis. 
The fast-evolving situation has altered global geopolitics and deepened fissures between 
authoritarian states and Western liberal democracies. 
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1. The COVID-19 pandemic is the greatest global health crisis in over a century. It has' nut@ 
unprecedented disruption to daily life around the world, severely restricted global travel, and " 
sparked a massive economic downturn. COVID-19 has generated a new set of national security 
imperatives focused on containing the pandemic, managing the economic crisis and preserving 
social cohesion. For countries COVID-19 represents a threat to 
regime stability. At the same time, adversarial states have used the pandemic as an opportunity 
to tout themselves as legitimate alternatives to Western liberal democracies, currently straining 
to deal with the crisis. Global strategic competition increasingly is focusing on a race to find a 
solution, and to recalibrate supply chains and other vital mechanisms guaranteeing social and 
economic stability. 
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Conspiracy Theories, COVID-19 and Threats to 5G Infrastructure: 
Online Conspiracies and their Real World Impact 

Key Assessments 

• The COVID-19 pandemic serves as an 
opportunity for extrerni across_the 
ideologically motivated vidlent(ll*Yextremism 
spectrum to capitalize on ancf4i.;0 
conspiracy theei:les online, incrUtfing the threats 
posed by 5G technology 

• Recent surveys suggest thatevnet 
minority of Canadians believe thtillereis', 
connection between 5G technology and The` 
COVID-19 pandemic. There was one significant 
attack on a communications tower in Canada 
during the past month 

• Conspiracy theories relating to 
telecommunications (3G, 4G, 5G) are not new 

• Te, init ingdom appears to be at the epicenter of arson and sabotage attacks on 5G 
infrSt rej.71st attacks have spread across Europe over the past several months. 
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What is 5G technology? 
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5G is the fifth generation of wireless communications 
technologies supporting cellular data networks. It was designed 
to eventually replace, or at least augment, 4G technology. 5G 
networks will enable a new breed of digital applications that 
depend on ultra-fast, low latency, high-throughput 
communications, including driverless cars, advanced factory 
automation, and smart cities. The implementation of 5G 
technology requires the construction of numerous 
sensors/receivers (often referred to as 5G masts) across the 
country. 

While most academics and scientists assert that 5G technology 
is safe, a small number argue that there could be associated 
long-term health risks and argue that further scientific research 
is required before the technology is fully implemented. Beyond those academics and 
scientists who oppose 5G, however, a growing and diverse online milieu has adopted and 
promoted various conspiracy theories surrounding 5G *hp°logy and its associated 
infrastructure. Within this milieu are individuals who engage in, encourage or support attacks 
on 5G infrastructure, and harass telecom workers. iVciffife ' most attacks on 5G masts have 
occurred in the United Kingdom, as well as in the Nethertands, Belgium, and Italy. 

CSIS IA 2020-21/08 

, 
MORE 5G MASTS Lip IN I.!AWES ,F4 FA',Y}HIS TIML lS 
GOVERNMENTS WORLD WIDE CHOOSE NOT THE 
LISTEN IF YOU DONT LISTEN THE PEOPLE WSI L ROE 

AS SIMPLE AS THAT 

vccf
6p antennas on F.In La Semala, Italy en Ws Apri 3020 
Yes Yes Yes Mus. vivant Senne PI.. share !n`s 4r. 

Conspiracies Theories and 5G 

Conspiracy theories surrounding 
emerging technologies, including 5G, are 
not new, 

1 Open information indicates 
that conspiracy theories surrounding 3G, 
and then 4G, technology date to the 
early 2000s. 

Ofri  "P„b 
S/ 04/0

O

"'Oct..S ,9 
 'O

4--- 

7', •C 
/00°

I/4 HF 

ICT44 0 

Origins of the COVID-19/5G Conspiracy 
Theory? 

The precise origins of the first COVID-19/5G 
conspiracy theory may never be known. Open 
information points to a January 2020 article 
from an obscure Belgian newspaper. The 
newspaper published an interview with a little 
known general practitioner (GP) medical 
doctor titled "5G is life-threatening, and no 
one knows it." The GP produced no scientific 
research to back up his claims and the 
newspaper quickly deleted the article from its 
website. Regardless, the conspiracy theory 
was ignited and has been repeatedly cited 
across various online platforms. 

1 Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, most 5G conspiracy theories focused on cancer. 
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Individuals and groups often adopt or promote the cOnspiracies which best suit t 
personalized worldviews and range of grievances. White suprerniqoistt,,neo-Nazis, atiff 
those holding anti-government views and others have all adopted varying conspiracy theories 
related to COVID-19. 
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Common 5G-related conspiracy theories promoted in the online IMV extremist,spac61-091 de: 

• COVID-19 is fake and the current illnesses/fatalities are caused by 
radiation poisoning from 5G wireless technology; 

• COVID-19 is fake and governments are using their lockdowns to 
construct 5G infrastructure without opposition (see photo at right); 

• Governments/law enforcement wil l "weaponize" 5G technology to 
move society closer to becoming a police state; 

• Bil l Gates created the new "coronavirus" in order to sell the 
vaccine which he also created; 

• 5G is designed by goyernments to depopulate the earth (part of 
the broader Agenda 2-/t000spitcy theory that the United Nations (UN) is attempting 
to subvert national sovereigrity bre*,to establish a new world order (international 
globalization)). 

Online Activity 

Conspiracy theories linking COVID-19,an 
have become extremely popular online iwithih wi 
multiple portions of the IMV extremist landscape. 
A recent survey conducted in the United Kingdom 
(UK) by Hope Not Hate2 found that 8% of 
respondents agreed that 5G is contributing to the 
spread of COVID-19. A survey commissioned by 
the Office of Communications3 (OFCOM) in the 
UK concluded that theories linking COVID-19 to 
5G technology are the most common examples of 
online misinformation in the UK. An analysis by 
the New York Times located 487 Facebook 
communities, 84 Instagram accounts, 52 Twitter 
ae6por,its ano12,numerous other platforms that 
linked'` ONT-fSto,5G technology. According to 
the Ne4-Yorklirries,. 9 most popular 5G 
CO IUD 19` pirecy ri etted to YouTube 
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Ofr6i}e ̀ s pprt from celebrities in 
the UK'atitlithe United States only 
serves to promote these 
conspiracies and push them into 
the mainstream. 
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In early April 2020, Facebook blocked two anti-5G groups-(Sttip,5 Save Our Children and 
Stop 5G Group) after members encouraged the destruction of mobile phone masts. group 
members also promoted misinformation linking 5G to the COVID-19 ocrtbreak. TheStop 5G 
Group had over 60,000 members at the time it was blocked. 

Real World Violence 

Open information indicates that, in the UK, there have been dozens of acts 
of vandalism and arson against telecommunication masts over the past 
several months, with 30 occurring during the first half of April 2020 (see 
photo of damaged telecommunication tower in Birmingham, England). 
Several of the attacks did not target 5G infrastructure but older 3G and 4G 
masts. Most concerning vats, an attack on a tower supplying voice and data 
traffic to a Birmingham fierdlity, ,itattreating Covid-19 patients. There have 
also been more than 80 instancOlifIztarasment of telecom workers by 5G 
opponents. 

To date, there have to en thu e g4Tests. HovveVer, no &qui) or entity has 
claimed responsibility -forith.0 /attacks', 

The,to finandai cost of fne-attaoks in the UK has not been 
released. 

Racially Motivated Extremists (Neo-Nazis and White"Supremacists) 

While the neo-Nazi and White supremacist milieu adopt a range of conspiracy theories (often 
relating to the New World order and the Jewish population), the they seemingly did not create 
most of the primary COVID-19/5G conspiracy theories. 
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theories and misinformation, as well as far-right prppaga anctv,Tbols, to," Ihe 
fear" of the public and capitalize on "5G hysteria". cil 40/ AA/s1&..14/047., '1/Vo 
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Anarchists c'S/i 'Sp 4 

Internationally, anarchists have a long history of vandalism and arson 
targeting critical infrastructure, including the telecommunications 
sector. Anarchists are also not shy to claim responsibility for their 
actions. A review of well-known international and domestic anarchist 
websites, however, finds no such claims of responsibility relative to the 
rash of 5G attacks. 

How to 

One well-known anarchist media website, however, praised the 
attacks, claiming "If you do not want that [a world of government run 
techno-prisons to control ti sas a result of the domination of 5G 
technology], then you have'eNkiwe6' fo see this technology burned 
to the ground already." The saw e posted a document in February 2020 entitled "How 
to destroy cell phone towers." '1' ocurnent details the tools and equipment required to 
conduct an attackr6t) ir ormatiorr loer*i naof urity. 
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'vs/ii  40/sFiVExtreme elements of the anti-government mi Aitk.t Rip 
conspiracy theories relating to government plots (inc(Uttin ction 
of gun rights, implementation of a police state, or blind a 4ren ct:Os
international bodies such as the UN or World Health Organizatiali, 
(WHO) leading to the New World Order). Statements by the 
government and scientific experts claiming that 5G technology is safe 
or is unrelated to COVID-19, for example, are met with skepticism if 
not outright rejection. A similar conspiracy theory adopted by the anti-
vaxxer movement claims that 5G is responsible for spreading COVID-
19, and citizens will be force-vaccinated as a result 
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Other c riiy,t1teories targeting COVID-19/5G have emerged from various online anti-
capitalitb_tilt)ihn+419u, and environmental groups/communities. 
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targeted a telecommunication tower in Laval, Quebec causing approximately $1 million in 

damages. 

There are also a small number of ostensibly Canadian-based online-communities dedicated 
to promoting conspiracy theories in opposition to 5G technology. Most appear fairly small in 
number, and are limited to members only. As companies begin 5G infrastructure 
construction in earnest, extremists from across the IMV extremist landscape could engage in 
acts of arson and vandalism against that infrastructure. 

A recent survey conducted by a University of Sherbrooke team on the impact of COVID-19 
found that 7.8% of respondents from Quebec, and 15.7% from other provinces, believe that a 
connection exists between 5G technology and COVID-19. 

Implications 
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